‘whites had 21lmost ceased to be dangerous. Indeed, the sborigines had now come
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t0 recognise in "the Riders of the Ilains™ their vest friends and/guardians.

We have already commented upon the adairation for fthe police which took
possession of Sitting Bull himself and upon the warm perconal friendship
established between him and llrjor alsh and other officers of the force. The
details of the Sitting Bull episode have already been recounted elsewhere.

It was through the instrunmentality of the lLicwated Police thutvthe ranching
industry was fTirst established in the Can-disn Vest. Tresh horses were
continually recuired for the force itself, s tle work was very severe. For
example, the police escort -sgigned to duty in connection vith the tour of the

'kmurquis of Lorne travelled two thousand and seventy-two miles at an average rote
bof thirty-five miles a day. Upon the representations of iajor Walsh a police
farm was accordingly estublished ne.r Fort llacleod.

In thé Saskatchewan Herzld of Jeptewber 23, 1378, there appesred asnonymous=—
1y a stirring ballad which well depicts the work of the police in these early
days, and, indeed, fzirly represents their spirit and duties from that tire

to this: /page-579 to poem.

The practical extinction of the buffolo herds in the loter seventies and the
early eighties reduced the Indians to the direst extremities and greatly
increased the difficulties of the police in their efforts to restrzin the
wretched aborigines from depredations. The degree to which they were succegsful
reflects‘gfeut credit alike on the force itself and upon the core-burdened
chieftuins who cooperated in teaching their braves respect for the law. Horse
stealing, of course, was very common, and amons the Indi-ns themselves there

W, Were very few who viewed it as 2 crinme.

This rendered exceedipgly hazardous any atteapt to arrest an Indiaﬂ "*rustler,"

but the police never flinched from théir duty. If space would pernit, many

ttirring anecdotes might be told in this connection. The following are typical;



