
].?any s to r i e s  could be t o ld  of t h i s  fizilous i n i t i a l  expedjtion illto t he  

wilderness. Tile f'ollowil1,- i s  but s n  exctl'lple. ~+'Jhile t he  jiolice viere r l t  Fort 

Dufferin, a t e r r i f i c  thmderotorm -and !:ale swept over the  encat~prlent about t en  

o 'clock at n i sh t .  The wind t o r e  away from a "p ra i r i e  schoonerw i t s  canvas 

coverint;, carrjiing it into  the  a i r  over the already t e r r i f i e d  horses. They 

were seized with panic and some two ?:-.andred and f i f t j r  of them stampeded, chr..rging 

over the  heads of t h e i r  sleeping [.lasters, s i x  of whom were injured.  Fort-mately, 

a few of t he  horses were got ten under control  aid upon one o f  these ,  followed 

at  a considerable distalice b:~ some troopers,  Colonel Calker pursued the  panic- 

s t r i k e n  herd through the d:,rkness :md teln:jest. i:ost of the stampeded horses 

were recovered wi thin  th i r ty-f  ive miles : ~ f t e r  a search of t h i r t y  hours; but  

m y  days viere l o s t  before the  ser;rch f o r  t he  o ther  a n i ~ ~ x l s  FJAS given over. The 

ac tua l  loss  was eventually redaced to one horse. The search involved t e r r i f i c  

r ides  f o r  the new police and >roved the  a b i l i t y  and endurance of %he force. 

It a l so  helped to eliminate, before t he  rea l  b e ~ i r m i q  of the  g r ea t  march west, 

the  ~ernqining "unfi ts ."  The co1ur.m then proceeded westward i n  the  second week 

i n  July;  

I t  was a scene t ha t  appeals t o  the ir~%;in*~tion.  F i r s t ,  i n  comr,~und of 

Inspector Jnrvis  , c,zr?e Division A,  forty-one Trl nunber, nsunted o n  splendid 

dark bays and followed b:: th i r t een  T:i&gor~s. Division B, fort ;  s t r o rg ,  cwxe next, 

r id ing dark brown horses. 3 iv i s i on  C, forty-three i n  nutiiber, were on ;,right 

chestnuts and convoyed the  g~uls and m,lrnunition wagons. 7 i t h  Division D, nunbering 

i n  all sixty-one, ~lounted on greys, rode tile four s t a f f  o f f ice rs .  Di r i s ion  E 

consisted of forty-eight men on black horses, and forty-three rqepbers of 

Division ,P'were mounted on light,ba,vs. Behind the m i n  body owne n long 

procession of  ox ca r t s ,  c a t t l e ,  aagons nnd ag r i cu l t u r a l  implements. The marching- 

*out s t a t e  on Ju ly  8, 1875, showed twenty-one o f f i c e r s ,  two hundred a d  ten  

horses, two f i e l d  guns, two mortars, one hundred and forty-eight oxen, one 

hundred and fourteen ox carts, seventy-three double wagons, and ninety-three milch 


