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were glad to hear what you had to say, and have gathered together in Council
with the words over amongst us. ‘e were glad to hear you tell ué that we
might live by our own work. When I commence to settle on the land to make
my living for myself and my children I beg of you to assist’me in every way
possible. When I am at & loss t0o proceed I want the advice and assistance of
the Government. The children yet unborn I want to treat in like manner as
they advance in civilization like the white man. This is all I have to say
nows If I have not said anything in & right manner, I want to be excused. This
is the voice of the people.™ ’ | ‘

Some misapprehension of the Government's terms having come to light,
Commigsioner lMackay addressed the Indians in the Cree tongue, "iy friends,
I wish to make you a clear explanation of what it seems you do not under-
stand., I% has been said by your Governor that we do not come here to barter
and trade with you for the land. You nave madevdemands on the Governor, and
from the way &ou have put them éﬁg the white man would understand that you
a;k for daily provisions, also‘supplies for your hunts and pleasure excursions.
My reason for explaining to you are/p.217/ based on my past experience of
treaties. TFor no sooner will the Governor and the Commissioners turn their
backs on you than some of you will say that this thing and that thing was
promised and the promises not fulfilled: that you cannot rely on the Queen's
representative; that even he will not tell you the truth—-whilstbyou yourselves
are the falsifiers. Now, before we rise from here, it rmust be understood,
and it must be in writing, all that you are promised by the Governor and the
Commissioners, and I hope you will not leave until you have thoroughly
understood the meaning of every word that comes from us. We have not come here
to pacify you; we have not come here to rob you; we have not come here to take
away anything that belongs to you; and we are not here to make peace as to

hostile Indians; for you are the children of the Great Queen, as we are, and



