
were glad to hear what you had to  say, and have gathered together i n  Council 

with the words over amongst us. ::'e were glad to hear ~ O U  t e l l  us tha t  we 

might l i v e  by our a~vn work. Then I cornmence to  s e t t l e  on the land to  m&e 

my l iving for  myself and my children I beg of you to a s s i s t  me i n  every w a y  

possible. Yhen I a m a t  a loss  to  proceed Iwarlt the ~ d v i c e  andass is tance  of 

the Government. The children yet unborn I v~ant to t r ea t '  i n  l i ke  manner as  

they advnnce i n  c iv i l iza t ion  l i k e  the white man. This is  a l l  I have t o  say 

now. I f  I have not said anything i n  a right nlanner, I want t o  be excased. This 
I 

i s  the voice of the people.lt ' 

Some misapprehension of the Government's terms having come to l i gh t ,  

Commissioner Blsckay addressed the Indians in the Cree tongue, 'Tq friends,  

I wish to make you a clerzr explanation of i t  seems you do not under- 

stand. I t  has been said by your Governor that  we do not come here t o  bar te r  

and trade with you for  the land. You mve made demands on the Governor, and 

from the way you have put them && the white rnan would understand that  you 
* 

gsk for  da i ly  provisions, also supplies for  your hunts and pleasure excursions. 

Jv )  reason f o r  explaining to  you ~ ~ r e / ~ . 2 1 7 /  based on my past experience of 

t r ea t i e s .  For no sooner w i l l  the Governor and the Commissioners turn the i r  

backs on you than some of you w i l l  say that t h i s  thing and tha t  thiry: was 

promised and the promises not f 'ulfi l led: that  you cannot rely on the Queen's 

representative; that even he w i l l  not t e l l  you the truth--whilst you yourselves 

a re  the f a l s i f i e r s .  Row, before vre r i s e  from here, i t  m s t  be understood, 

and it must be i n  writing, a l l  that you a r e  promised by the Governor and the 

Commissioners, and I hope you w i l l  not leave . m t i l  you hlve thoroughly 

understood the meaning of every word that  comes from us. We have not come here 

t o  pacify you; we have not come here to rob you; we have not come here to  take 

away anything tha t  belongs to  you; and we are not here to  make 1;ence as  to  

hos t i l e  Indiana; for  you are  the children of the Great Queen, as  we are, and 


