
at Zdmonton House, sent  messages t o  Lieutenant-Governor Archibzld i n  1871. The 

reader m y  be in te res ted  i n  seeing a verbatim copy of these ra ther  curious 

communications ./p .214/ 

"J.!essaifes from the  Cree ch ie fs  of the Pla in ,  Saskatche~~zn,  t o  H i s  

X::cellency, Governor Archibald, our G r e a t  Biotherts r e p r e s e n t ~ t i v e  at Fort Gsrry, 

zed River Set tier,lent ./p. 214/ 

1 .  The Chief Sweet Grass, the cnief o f  the  country. 

"'Great Father: I shake hands with you, and bid you welcome. Ve heard 

our lands were sold,  and we did  n o t  l i k e  it; we don't w a n t  t o  s e l l  our lands; 

i t  is  our property, and no one has a r igh t  t o  s e l l  them. 

Our country i s  g e t t i n g  ruined of fur-bearing animals h i t he r to  our so l e  

support, and novt we a r e  poor and vrant help-we want you t o  p i t y  us. Ye want 

c a t t l e ,  too l s ,  ag r i cu l t u r a l  impler~ients, and assistarme i n  everything when we 

come t o  settle--our country i s  no longer ab le  t o  support us. 

"QIake provision f o r  us  against  years  of s tarvat ion.  ',Ye have had g rea t  

s t a rvc t ion  the past  winter ,  and the smallpos took away many of our people, the  

old ,  young and children. 

I "'Y/e want you t o  s top  t h e  Americans coming to  t rade on our l,znds, and giving 

f i r e  water, ammunition and arms t o  our enemies, the Blackfeet. 

?'"$Je rnade a peace t h i s  Winter with the Blackfeet. Our young men a r e  

fool ish;  i t  may not l a s t  long. 

""Je i nv i t e  you t o  cone and see u s  and speak with us. If you can' t  come 

yoursel f ,  send someone i n  your place. 

"*'.Ye send these words b y  our r n s t e r ,  IJr. Chr i s t i e ,  i n  whom we have every 

confidence. T h a t  is  all .  ' 

"2. Ki-he-win, The Eagle. 

"'Great Father: Let us be f r iendly .  Fie have never shed any white man's 

blood, a i d  have always been frierldly with the  vrhites, and want workmen, 

farmers and carpenters t o  a s s i s t  as when vte s e t t l e .  I want a l l  my brother 


