
assembled, and, vhen the  Cornmissioners ~urnr~ioned them to the  rliqtrquee tent  adjoining 

t h e  m i l i t i a  encarnpnent, t he  Crees duly appeared, led by t h e i r  chief ,  Loud-Voice. 
% 

Chief Cote, of the  S a u l t e a u ,  zbsented hirnself, hov~ever, though a r~umber of h i s  

followers were present. After  the Lieutenant-Governor had explained the  object  

of the  &athering,  Loud-Voice announced t hz t  h i s  fol lovers  were not j.et ready 

t o  proceed t o  business, :md :, day's delay v~s~as agreed to .  0:. the  morrgw, howev~r,  

. ; a ~ ~ i i l l  errned Indietr,~ cttrae as smbassado.rs to  ask fo r  EL i ' ~ r t k e r  delay of two ciajis, 

and a f t e r  conuiderable parleying,  the  morning of the l l t h  w~ls agreed uporr a s  

the  t i n e  of the next conference. ?hat t h e  ch ie fs  were by no mealis f r ee ly  

exercising t h e i r  OLYYI vo l i t i on  tvas manifest.  Their armec? follo.i.lers kept them 

under t h e  s t r i c t e s t  supervision, and i n  mtny vtrv'9;~s harLlpered proceedings by 

t h e i r  turbulent  conduct. Indeed, on the  l l t h  of Saulterzux kept aillay a l together ,  

and djd a l l  the:: could to prevent attenditnce on the par t  of '  the  Crees. On the  

12th bus iness r ea l l y  cornrnenced. The f ornlnl inds 31 ceremony o f elabor,ite 

hand-/p. 2ll/shdcin; rlarked t he  ol~enirg  of the  interview, 'i hereuporl the Colni riion 

Con8,issioner outlined t he  t e rn s  they l a d  to o f fe r .  

Zbch dif f ic t l l t j r  was experienced by the Com:iissioners i n  f i rLd iw  out 

exactly w h a t  were t he  specia l  causes of discoritent on the  par t  of t h e  savages 

with ivhorn they had corne to  t r e a t .  The o r i ~ i n r t l  place chosen Tor the  r:leetiw 

had been upon a 1Iudson1s Say corn pan^. reserve, and t o  t h i s  reserve the  Indinns 

. objected with a grea t  vehemence, as it i,ad been surveyed without c o n s u l t i ~ g  

them. They considered t l ~ t  the  Colnpany ura3 robbing them of t h e i r  property. 

"When one Indian takes anything from mothe r ,  vie c a l l  i t  s teal ing,"  said a 

notable Indian ch ie f ,  The Gtunbler. V h a t  a id  the  Company s t e a l  from you?" 

sa id  Lieutenant-Governor !.;orris. "The ea r th ,  t r e e s ,  g rass ,  s tones;  a l l  t ha t  

which I see with my eyes," repl ied the  Indian. The Conrnissioners to ld  how ' 1 
thf? company had become e n t i t l e d  t o  t h i s  reserve, and explained the  vested r i gh t s  

f o r  t he  surrender of which Canada had paid the  com;)any the stun of th ree  hundred 

thousand pounds . 


