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negotiations here involving the surrender of 100,000 square miles of fertile
territory were followed a year later by like conferences on the shores of
Lake Winnipeg, when Treaty Number Fi&@ was concluded. This was/p.ZlO/ signed
in September, 1875, but the adhesionﬁof a considerable number of the Indians
concerned was not secured till a twelve-month later. IlMeantime Treaty Number
S%p‘was signed at Forts Carlton and Pitt in August and the early part of
September, 1876. The seveg&h treaty,--concluded with the Blackfeet and their
neighbors by Llr. Laird, thén Lieutenant-Governor, and Colonel licLeod, and dated
“NN"”“September 22 and December 4, 1877;—-Completed the surrender of Indian territories
at that date desired for settliement. In 1899, however, the tide of immigration
waé encroaching upon old Athabasca, and, as will be narrated in due course, Mr.
Laird, Ilr. James Ross and lir. James McKemne negotisted the last great Indian
surrender, involving the basin of the Athabasca and Peace Rivers. Treaties
Seven and Eight belong, however, egpecially to the History of ilberta, and
.Treaty Number Nine to that of Ontario. The tiggh treaty, as intimated above,
wcompleted the surrender of Saskatchewan, invoi§ing the region north of that covered
%y Treaty Number Six.
In its bearing on the History of Saskatchewan, the treaty vaggiwfgggllfj g
number four in the famous series of which we have been speaking, is perhaps’

the most interesting of all. The tribes concerned were the Crees and Saulteaux,

who, by this agreement, surrendered seventy-~five thousand square miles of fertile
territory, chiefly in south east Saskatchewan. Lieutenant-=Governor liorris was
assisted by the Honorable David Laird, then Ilinister of the Interior, and by

the Honorable W; ﬁ. Christie, a former Fudson's Bay Company chief factor of

wide expgrience with the Indians. The Commissioners left Fort Garfy in August,
1874, under an escort of militia commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Osborne Smith,
e

C. M. Go, and journeyed to the vicinity of Lake Qu' Appelle. They arrived at

the appointed rendezvous on September 8. A large number of Indians were there



