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as to the future, it is imperatively necessary that a treaty should be concluded
with the bands of Indians 1living between the western boundary of that portion
of the territory in which the Indian title has already beenvextinguished, and
Fort Carlton or thereabouts.

"DPhe Council are of opinion that to defer the negotiations of a treaty of
this nature beyond the earliest time possible in the year 1874 would be‘
attended with unfortunate results.” |

On kiarch 11 of the following year the Council entered a respectful but.
vigorous protest regarding the inaction of the'cenfral suthorities. Recalling
their resolutions of the last session, respecting Indian freaties and other
matters, the Council placed their sentiments on record in the following
terms:

"Council regret that they have not as yet beeﬁ asdvised in relation to Kis
Excellency's pleasure concerning'these subjects, the urgent importgnce'of which
is, day by day, becoming nmore and more evident. They, therefore, beg most
respectfully, but, at £he’same time, most earnestly, that His Excellency's
views in reference to these subjects may be nade knOWn‘fo them without delay.

"They feel that the affairs of the North west” Territories are growing
daily ih importance and that any delay in dealing with them may be, and probsbly
will be, attended with unfortunate results.

"The Council are aware that exceptional circumstances may, during the past
few months, have prevented that prompt action which they trust will in the
‘future, characterize the dealings of the Privy Council with North West affiars."

In pursuance of these urgent recommendations which in the interval had
again been reiterated by the’Council, a commission was issued to Lieutenant-—
Governor Mérris, Honorable David Laird, Linister of the Interior, and Mr.

W. J. Christie, ex~chief factor of the Hudson's Bay Company, authorizing them

to effect a treaty with the Indians of the Qu' Appelle plains. Successful



