
arose ch ie f ly  from procrastination a t  Ottawa and the apparent i nab i l i t y  of 

eastern statesmen to  recognize the gravi ty  of the  s i tuat ion.  

However, i n  the  f a l l  of 1870 Lieutenant-Governor Archibald promised 

cer ta in  Indians who made application t o  him tha t  the i n i t i a l  t r ea ty  would be 

made the following year. Accordingly, the Secretmy of State ,  the Honourable 

Joseph Howe appointed l r .  Vemyss Sinpsotr t o  tae  of f ice  of 1ndian/~.208/ 

Cornrnissioner with i n s t r ac t  ions t o  arrange fo r  the session of Indian lands. 

In  July, 1871, he commenced h i s  negotiations. In  these hie was ass i s ted  by the 

Lieutenant-Governor, l.:essrs. S. J. Dawson, Robert Pether, and the IIonorable 

James bIackay, to whom special  reference has been made i n  a preceding chapter. 

To 1,lr. I.lackayts knowledge of Indian 1angury;es and mode of thought, and to  the 

confidence which the Indians reposed i n  him E ~ S  due a large measure of the 

success which atte:ided the subsecuent negotiations. 

B Proclamztion was issued by I!LI*. Simpson s ~ u ~ i o n i ~  the Indians to meet 

him, arld a f t e r  some delay more than one thousand chiefs  and warriors assembled 

a t  *lov~er Port Garry i n  July 1871. The Comnissionerv nere hampered by 

inst ruct ions  from Ottaws ~ u d u l y  l i n i t i r ~  t h e i r  power to  meet the just dermnds 

of the Indians. iloreover, the red~nen s t a t e s  tha t  there  was a cloud Sefore. 

them which made things dark and that  tiley did not to  comrrreace the proceed- 

ings u n t i l  the cloud was dispersed. The Government u l t i m t e l y  found thEt 

t h i s  meant thnt  they would do no business u n t i l  four Swampy Crees, who were 

i n  gaol f o r  breaking contract  with fludsont s Bay Cornpa1:y should be released; 

and f,Tx. Archibald thowht  it discreet  t o  exercise h i s  power of executive 

clemency by the pardon of these offenders. This produced an excellent e f f ec t ,  

and Tresty Number One YJas yresently concluded. 

It was followed very short ly  by Treaty llumber Pro .  These two surrenders 

covered a very large >ar t  of the Province of 1,bnitoba and considerahle 

adjacent t e r r i t o ry .  Effor ts  t o  conclade z t r e a t y  with the t r i b e s  between 


