
t h a t  theg mst acquiesce i n  the new order of things. Speaking at Fort Carlton, 

tlie folloviing ~ e n t i r ~ ~ e r i t s  were u t te red  by Zhief Sltth-wee-kah-VJO-tah-mah-hote 

("the l h n  you s t r i k e  i n  t h e  Back"] : "Pity the  voice of  the  Indian. I f  you 

grant  what we request, song \:ill go th rowh the  land upon the wuy. I speak 

f o r  the chi ldren ';hit they rcajr be clad. The land i s  witle; tilere i s  plenty 

of room. ;.QJ mouth i s  f u l l  of  ~n i l k ;  I arn oll12 a s  s s -~ck i rg  chi ld .  Ihve 

compassion of the  n~um:er i n  v~hici-1 I was brou;ht up. Let our chi ldren be 

clothed; l e t  a s  stand i n  the l i g h t  of d w  t o  see our on t h i s  ezr th .  Long 

%o i t  was ~ o o d  when we viere f i r s t  made, and 1 wish the  same brick $ga in .  Bxt 

now the  lmr has come, nild i n  t h a t  I wish t o  mlk." 

Of the  value of the  her i tage they were surrenderirg,  t he  Indians spoke 

f r e ~ u e n t l y  ai t h  much fee l ing  ard eloquence. "i,iy terrils I arn now going to  

lay down before you: the decision of our chiefs..  . . . . .The sound of t he  

ru s t l i ng  of the gold i s  under my f e e t  where I stand. 'ire have a r i c h  country; 

it i s  the Great S p i r i t  who gave us t h i s .  llhere vie sta;ld upon i s  the Indians '  

prbperty, and belongs t o  thera. I f  you &rant u s  our requests,  you w i l l  not 

go back without rimking the  t reaty ."  This s p i r i t e d  passage i s  from another 

speech by Lb-we-do-pe-nais, ;rho has a l ready been quoted above. 

A l l  things considered, the  ch ie fs  general ly  shoved rernark:tble s e l f -  

r e s t r a i n t ,  but occasionaily t h e i r  sarcasms vere ver3; t e l l i n g .  In  one instance,  

the Cornmiss ioners h ~ ~ v  ing a: inounced t i-at  t!,e;r held i n  t h e i r  h n d s  the dele-/p. 207/ 

gated au thor i ty  of Queen Victoria,  and t ha t  she nnd f i l l e d  t h e i r  minds with 

her  thoughts, they subsequently found thenls elves una~.hle to  ac-i esce i n  

ce r t a in  requests without exceeding t h e i r  powers. Thereupon one of t he  

ch ie fs  rerrtctrked, T"e understood yesterday t h a t  t he  meen had given you t he  

power t o  a c t  upon; t h a t  she had f i l l e d  your head with her  wisdom and your 

body with her power, and t h a t  you had only to  throw them rowld about you: 

vihen i t  seems t h s t  it i s  not so, but that 701.1 have only ha l f  the  power she 

I 
\ has, and t h t  she has o n l ~  half  f i l l e d  your heads." 


