
lesson less  emphatic than that  involved i n  the rebellion seven years l a t e r  

could teach the Dominion Government tha t  sa t i s fac t ion  among the halfbreeds 

of the  ITorth \Test as  something not to  be expected unless and u n t i l ,  i n  the 

matter of land grants,  they should be allowed terms s imilar  to  those given 

t h e i r  brethren in Ihnitoba under the  lbnitoba Act of 1870. The Council 

advised that  non-transferable location t i cke t s  should be issued to each half- 

breed head of a family, and each half'breed child of parents resident i n  the 

Terr i tor ies  at the time of the t ransfer  to  Canada. These location t icke ts  

should be val id  on any unoccupied Dominion lands. The t i t l e  should remain 

vested i n  the Crown fo r  ten  years, and i f  within three years a f t e r  entry no 

improvements had been r d e  upori the land, the claim of the halfbreed l o c ~ t e e  

should be subject to forfei ture .  Furthermore, t o  induce nomadic halfbreeds 

to  s e t t l e  and avoid the des t i tu t ion  which the approaching extinction of the 

buffalo rendered imiinent, the Council recommended that  some i n i t i a l  equip- 

ment o f  agr icu l tura l  implements and grain be granted them. Had these vrise 

pfopoaals been received vrith favor, much misery might have been avoided. 

The constant danger that- between s e t t l e r s  and Indians might 

provoke a serious outbreak was ever i n  the minds of the au thor i t ies  i n  these 

c r i t i c a l  days. During the sesaion of 1878 a pe t i t ion  was presented praying 

fo r  an ordinance to compel Indians, camping near a settlement, t o  keep t h e i r  

dogs secured, on pain of the animals being lawfully subject t o  destruction 

by the se t t l e r s .  The Council passed a suggestive resolution, d e ~ l a r - / ~ .  l97/ 

in$ it "inexpedient i n  the present s t a t e  of the Indian quest ion i n  t h i s  

country t o  grant the prayer of tine petitioners." 
I 

In  the course of the session, the Lieutenant-Governor reported 'to his  

Council that  the  Honorable Davis K i l l s ,  l i in i s te r  of the In ter ior ,  had 

suggested the l ega l i ty  and wisdom of action on the part  of the Cwmcil to  

allow local school corporations t o  tax themselves fo r educational purposes. 


