
Police, who held h is  seat  a t  f i r s t  by special  appointment and l a t e r  ex- 

off ic io.  To these names tha t  of Paschal Sreland, who had rendered such 

valuable assistance t o  Lieutenant-Covernor Morris, was presently added. Before 

Governor Laird's regime ended, the Council a1 so included the Honorable Lawrence 

Clerke, Hudson Bay Company's chief factor ,  who was chosen by the voters of 

Lorne i n  the f i r s t  e lect ion held i n  the North West, 1881. 

The members of the Council were sworn i n  on Bovem'oer 27, 1876, a t  Living- 

stone, Swan Siver,  where the f i r s t  session of the Terr i tor ia l  Council wtls also 

held i n  Idarch, 1877, pending the erection of Government buildings a t  3a t t le -  

ford. Livingstone was therefore the f i r s t  proviaioml capi ta l  of the North 

viest. 

It  i s  hard to res t ra in  a smile a s  one rezds the journals of this  miniature 

leg is la t ive  body. It w a s  possessed of a thoroughly adequate conception of its 

own dignity, arld duly observed time-honored customs from the throne to  his  

three o r  four associates,  and they i n  turn would present an address in  reply. 

Prom time to time, however, the ent r ies  i n  the journals indicate some of the 

d i f f i c u l t i e s  attendant upon the conduct of public a f f a i r s  by so small a group 

of leg is la tors ,  required t o  t rave l  vast  distances to  at tend t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  

meetings. Such en t r i e s  a s  the following a re  not uncommon: 

" A t  two o'clock p. m. His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor took the chair.  

nPre~ent . .  . . . . . . . . . . .Nr. ~ ~ a n . / p a g e  193. 

"There not being a quorum of members present, H i s  Honor adjourned the 

Council. 

To attend the session a t  Swan River, Colonel NacLeod mas obliged to  t rave l  

from AkcLeod to  Franklin, thence by r a i l  to St. Paul ard Idoorehead, by stage 

to  Winnipeg, and from there 'oy dog t r a i n  330 miles to  the provisional capitol.  

It i s  interest ing to note the nature or' the f i r s t  pe t i t ions  la id  on the 

table  of the Council: 


