
circumstances recognized tha t  any show of force, t o  be of value, must be 

overwhelmingly strong. It w a s  therefore thought more d iscree t  to  leave the 

blounted Police to  deal  with the excited Indians, as  these representatives o f  

law and order already enjoyed t h e i r  friendship, arid so well knew t h e i r  

character and customs. Accordingly, Major Irvine, with a subaltern and 

ten men, w a s  instructed to attend the groat Indian conference. In the Toronto 

? Globe, July 1876, the following runusing dispatch appeared. 'Between the - 
facetious l ines  may be read a story of courage, shrewdness and successful 

audacity such a s  have so often and s o  honourably found a place i n  the records 

of our famous police force8 

"Fort ElcLeod, July 1, 1876. \Ihile the American papers a re  teeming 

with telegrams referring to  the movements of General Terry's army of four 

thousand three hundred men, and of the advance o f  these troops i n  three 

+- divisions against the Sioux i n  the Yellowstone region, a similar  movement 

4 of troops on t h i s  s ide of the l i n e  hss been suocesafully made, of which no 
-,$t 

7%' 'notice has yet been taken. On July 18th l a s t ,  Assistant Commissioner 
..(" 

Irvine, commanding the North Vest Iviounted Police i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  advanced 

T'k 
on and completely demoralized a large encampment o f  Indians a t  Cypress E i l l s .  

9 \ The camp numbered over one thousand lodges, of which one hundred lodges were 

[-of S i t t i ng  Bull's band. Colonel Imine  advanced h i s  troops i n  a mass of 

colu~~ms, the whole numbering ten  men. Raving successfully pierced the centre 

of the camp, he threw amongst the Indians, a t  close quarters, hand grenades 

of a new pattern,  patented by an eminent firm i n  Canada. These missles were 

composed of sea b iscui t s ,  t ea ,  sugar, and tobacco. The Indians never 

recovered from the f i r s t  discharge. On the following day, the l e f t  wing of 

the r ight  division, consisting of one man, was dispatched t o  a mixed camp 

of Indians, nunbering one hundred and f i f t y  lodges, with orders t o  seize a 

cer tain number of horses s tolen by them from the South Pe-igans, peacefil ly,  

i f  possible, but i n  the case of resistance, to  captare the en t i re  band. The 


