
portion of t h i s  history,  it w i l l  be most convenient to  refer  here to  a second 

wave of Siouan immigration, which occurred almost simultaneously with the 
I. 

t ransfer  of the Government from the  Lieutenant-Governor of Idanitoba and h i s  I 
North West Council t o  the esident Lieutenant-Governor and Council provided L 
fo r  i n  the Act which came into force on October 8, 1876. 

Dakota was a t  t h i s  time the home of a large Siouan population. Into 

I 
t h e i r  midst suddenly came a throng of more o r  l e s s  lawless immigrants, 

g rea t ly  excited by the discovery of valuable gold deposits. The races 

clashe d and the v . r d o n a b l e  -- - - bru ta l i ty  of the-w -"- I - -% _# -... 

Indian outbreak i n  1876.- 
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The Indians were under the leadership of a -- nupber - of distinguished chiefs,  

>of whom the most noteworthy w a s  S i t t i ng  Bull. A t  the  Bat t le  of L i t t l e  Big Horn 

on June 25, 1876, S i t t i ng  Bull outgeneraled h is  foe8. He succeeded in 

cut t ing off  a detachment of cavalry consisting o.f two hundred and sixty- 

four men, under the comme~zd of General John Armstrong Custer. Thi8 regiment 

was absolutely annihilated. To avoid fur ther  fighting, S i t t i ng  Bull and h i s  - -cCI-.r,/-.-,- 

warriors then withdrew to  Canada, where he attempted to secure the support of 

the Canadian Indians, but tne recent Indian t r e a t i e s  and tiie admirable conduct 

of the North West blounted Police checkmated t h e i r  plans. Indeed, S i t t i ng  

B i l l  himself conceived the hear t ies t  admiration f o r  the C m d i a n  police. 

When S i t t i ng  Bull f i r s t  carne into the country there viere with him only 

about one hundred and f i f t y  lodges. He was presently followed, howe~er , /~. l83/  

by many other bands u n t i l  they to ta l led  some seven hundred lodges, a-r about 

f ive thousand s i x  hundred souls. 

I 
During the dangerous c r i s i s  a great gathering of the Indian t r ibes  was 

held i n  the Cypress H i l l s .  It was estir-mted that  three thousand warriors 

were present, representing the Peigans, Blackfeet, Bloods, Assiniboins, -4. m, Gros Ventres, and Bmerican Sioux. .The eastern newspaper called upon 

'the Government to  send troops into the Plest, but those famil iar  with the 


