N } 2309 Trafslgar Road, Vancouver, B.C.
\
Mareh 320, 1929

Dear Professor Campbell,

Your letter dated February 12 ended its
adventurous wanderings to-day and as on its second flight it
came by air mail, indicating a possibility that somebody is in a
hurry, 1 shall answer it forthwith. Plaese allow me to do so in
a very informal manner. I could deal with the whole topic very
much more satisfactorily if you were smoking a peace pipe at the
otherside of myg fireplace. o

= T b \
. ‘First-azs-$e my old friend, Louis Le Gare, pone of the most /
EXA?M\; picturesque and remarkeble men I have ever met. He told me that

> he was bor¥hn i nce but he must have come to the FPrairies &t a
. very es& > trader in buffalo pelts he made his head-
4 ¢ quarters at Willow Bunch which bascame a French-Haslfbreed settle-

! ment of considerable importence in later years. Le Gare told me

gk}rr g~’§1§”gxgakin%_nazézéa?,iook three months on their way to market, -
' —TFort Garry (Winnipeg). He also ran & general store and conducted
+  a rather extensive ranching business when I knew him.
Le Gare was almost if not entirely illiterate ; otherwise I
think he couvld Zeve widern to remarkeble heights. He was & men of
~great physical vigor. He combined with chearacter istically French
>|qualities of character &an inflexible impertubdbbiliby(I'm sorry
., bhis damned typewriter can*t*spiITT“EﬁﬁP§M§§ﬁ§ﬁiﬁ§nsiqn,Qf,and
sympe thy-with-Indien end-H fbhreed traits that gave him & very \
commanding influence over &n immense if sparsely inhabited territoj§><
I never saw such g es in anyone else. He game ygpe the impression *

Y d&gxt;gg~ggg;§\§ount 0 vertebree from the frbont. Usually incommuni-
Ny [ cative,for a F enﬂﬁﬁgE%IE3*ﬁEﬁIﬁ/gaéﬁéiOﬂa;%y~open.up and I was

%] fortunate enough to get him in (or into) a delightfully reminiscent
mood once when I called on him in 1906 or 1907. I &lready knew from,a%@
oldtimers the essential parts of his narrative but took care not to

; reveal tle faw t.Everything he told me fitted into the facts other-~

7 wise known to me and I have no reason to question the reliability

—"0f his stetements, so far as they went.

o~ You do not need to be told, however, that Qggg_hgng§§_gg§_£%§312
uﬁﬂll"ih§~325§§i In connection with the Sitting Bull episSode e
limerican officials, the liountec Police and probadly Ixr. Le Gare,

1 had an eye to acquiring whatever glory their part in the
Wransactions might entitle them to, so they showed no unduve tendency
to blow eachether's horns. Le Gere himself was hampered by his
inability to‘write for himself and we have tc rely¢ almost wholly
on the Police records. That these did not wholly ignore Le Gare is
\Epdioated by uotation from ngmissigggz_lrvine's report of

ebruary 1882, le Gare quite plainly thought thet-very coYId Jus-
ige had been done him, snd in this view he was supported by other
1d settlers with whom I have talked the matter over.



