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) 4 I have heard it stated at Pine Ridge that Short Bull, the prophet

' of the ghost dance religion,made -2 similar ceremony but without
the torture on top of & high hill near. the White River,
In the old days the Sioux seem to have preferred. the Black Hills
for this purpose because the region was considered “wakan",
The torture in this ceremony seems to have had the same purpose as
the torture in the sun dance or a similar one. There is sn illus-
tration somewhere in Catlins works of an Indian standing alone
hitched up in the way describec above to one sapling &nd, I think,
with & buffalo scull attached to hig back, & sort of & solo sun-
dance. The selftorture probably had the same meaning as that of
the priests of Beaal in the old Testament scarifying their bodies
whnen they prayed “to Baal “in- the presence of Blijah., Elther to at-
tract the’attentlon of the delty or as & blood sacrifice.

‘Ihagblapl Ceyapl would Tean “They ‘have Vf;lons (and)‘%hey weep"

or "Having v131ons they weep*. "The word “ceya? megns 1o weep and

also 1o pray . Prayer was often accompanied By~ ceremonial weeping.
The purpose of the weeping (as of the praying) wes to appesl to the
pity of the power appealed to, This is als¢’ expressed by . ‘the con-
cluding phrase of so many Indizn preyers of all tribes aiid periods:
“Great Mystery have pity upon me", This attitudé exprésseéd the feeling
of utter helplegsness of the Indian over agalnst the powers of

nature, espécially the destructlve powers. w

Thanblapni Ceyapl ‘could ‘thus also be translated.islnce the third
person plural (ihanblapi) is slgo” the form fdr the noun (compare:
"4ipi" literally,"they dwell"- and al'so the noun “dweillng y
*They & pra, ;Qg,for v131ong. This seems to render the meanlng
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I am glad to hear that you hdve found such valuable additional
material concerning S. B.
Dont nhesitate to call on me for addltlonal informetion which
I shall be glad to givé if it is within my knowledge and power.
I wrote to the omniscient gentlemen in Washington concerning your
previous questions. You can. enllst him for your service by subscri-
blne to & newspaper that carries that s. :rvice,which I do. But &ll
wX you need to do is to send your questions to me ', I shall relay them
on to Washington. The explanation for his omniscience is that he
“has a large organigation of ,perhaps, a hundred clerks snd assis-
tants who know_where to look for information on any conceivable
subject. I have received a good deal of valuable information on tech-
nical matters through them from the Bureau of B8tandards, for in-
stance. For questions concerning Indians they would apply to the
National Museum, the Bureau of Fthnology or other museums. The ad-
vantage of this service is that theypush their inquiries to the point
of actually getting the 1nformat1_g wanted which a private individ-
ual cannot always do.,
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