
he wished t o  keep the l e t t e r ,  a medley of French, Indian, and English, s o  he could 

study it and t r ans l a t e  it correct ly ,  t o  which S i t t i n g  B u l l  consented. Aaron took the 

l e t t e r  t o  Bismarck, where he had it photogrqhed. He then sen t  a copy t o  me, and I 

sen t  it t o  dashington. 

S i t t i n g  Bull remarked t o  Aaron when he explained tine l e t t e r ,  "They must think I 

am a fool." 

Aaron showed th,e l e t t e r  t o  VZjor James KcLaughlin, the  agent a t  Standing R a k  

Agency, who refused t o  issue the  pass. 

I went t o  Duck Lake a s  requested. I w a s  accompanied by a Red River half-breed 

of good repute on both s ides  of t i e  in te rna t iona l  l ine .  Arriving a t  Duck Lake, I 

conferred with the  o f f i c e r  i n  charge about the  purpose of my  mission. The o f f i ce r ,  

i n  consenting, said,  "Yes, but  is  it safe  f o r  you t o  go among t i e  hos t i l e  1nd.ianslfl 

I to ld  him, re fe r r ing  t o  my companion, the  &d River half-breed, t h a t  I had a 

man s i t h  me who could escor t  me s a f e ly  among them. 

I discovered t n a t  many Sioux Indians from the  United S t a t e s  were par t i c ipa t ing  

i n  the rebel l ion.  They had f l e d  from the  United S t a t e s  a f t e r  the  Minnesota Massacre 

and, not daring t o  return,  had become Canadizn subjects.  

I reported my f indings t o  the  United S t a t e s  au thor i t i es ,  who directed me t o  

e f f e c t  the  a r r e s t  of every Rie l  emissary enter ing the United S ta tes .  Being alone, 

with no police,  I asked f o r  a troop of cavalry. I was  provided with a troop of the  

Seventh Cavalry under Captain E. J. Uatley, with whom I conferred about a p lan of 

procedure. I to ld  him I had i n  m y  service trustworthy men, whose f r i ends  and r e l a t i ve s  

extended a l l  the way t o  t he  scene of the  rebe l l ion  i n  Canada. I to ld  him I intended 

t o  take l a rge  chances i n  in tercept ing the  emissaries. I a l so  t o ld  him tha t ,  although 

I had no funds, I must a c t  immediately. I said,  "1 s h a l l  furnish ra t ions  t o  the Cana- 
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dian Indians who send me word the emissaries are  c0ming.R 
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Receiving the  desi red information, I gave coffee, pork, and f l o u r  t o  the  informants. 


