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many c a t t l e .  Then followed the camp proper ,  the squaws l ead ing  

and d r i v i n g  t h e  ponies ,  a l l  heak i ly  laden w i t h  camp ecuipage, n o t  

even the l i t t l e  c o l t s  were exempt f i -om burden, ahd a l l  i n  an 

4 i ndesc r ibab le  s t a t e  of d isorder .  Sr inging up the  r e a r ,  was a guard 

of about seventy-five mounted warriors. From t h i s  company, a t  

i n t e r v a l s  o f  about a  mile ,  all along the  l i n e  o f  march, small de- 

tachments o f  f i v e  o r  s i x  were ~ - ~ n t  ahead, r i d i n g  r a p i d l y  on e i t h e r  

f l ank ,  u n t i l  they  reached a po in t  a mile o r  t w o  i n  advance of the 

m a i n  column, when, tak ing  a p o s i t i o n  on soma convenient h i l l ,  they 

would dismouut, s and f i l l  a p ipe  f o r  a smoke, 
A m ~ ~ ~ * ~ ~ ~ * ~ ~ v ~ e d a j n E - I  o ~ z v a ~ , . m ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

while  t h e i r  horses  were f r e e  t o  forage i n  the snow f o r  the  n u t r i -  

t i o u s  buffa lo  grass. Here t h e y  would remain u n t i l  the r e a r  guard 

g came up, -$?hen they would r e  j o i n  them. I n  the  msan t ime, another  
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p a r t y  o f l f l a n k e r s  had gone out ,  and e s  o n ,  a l l  day long. O u r  

( progress  w a s  necessa r i ly  s l o w ,  and we ziiade only about an average 

\ of twelve  mi les  a day. A s  t 3  myself, I rode a t  w i l l ,  sometimes 

a w i t h  the advance guard, and s3metir:ies with the m&in bod;-, and again 

wi th  the  r e a r  guard; always speaking words o f  enc3uragement t o  t h s  

f eeb le ,  and cheering the l i t t l e  ones wi th  a prospect  of good th ings ,  

when we should get  t o  For t  Bufard. The weather was n o t  a o l d  f o r  

the f irst  week, s o  t h e r s  was but l i t t l e  s u f f e r i n g  from t h a t  cource; 

bu d  n o  galile, save a n  3ccasional  jack r a b b i t ,  and the scan t  
*rir 'm*Lr.i*2-**S*w*3r-4-iw*<2 +,r+ ..ar;sard .e-,r4 mhUh:+.~.-rb-+%x'x'~-w -%wmv--,-.,., 

supply of food w a s  nea r ly  exhausted, and t h e r e  w a s  consequent 

s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  hunger and l i k e  the  I s r a e l i t e s  of old,  they  began t o  

J 
urmer. On o u r  t h i r d  dayr .s  raar.ch, . -- I - w a s  - r i d i n g  by the s i d e  o f  

i t t i n g  Bul l ,  j u s t  i n  the r e a r  o f  the main body, w h ~ n  my name w a s  
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