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' many cattle. Then followed the camp proper, the squaws leading
and driving the ponies, all heavily laden with camp ecuipage, ot

{i_ 1 even the 1ittle colts were exempt from burden, ahd all in an

_:T»indescribable state of disorder. Bringing up the rear, was a guard
of about seventy-five mounted warriors. PFrom this company, at
intervals of about & mile, all along the line of march, small de-
tachments of five or six were ssunt ahead,‘riding rapidly on either
flank, until they reached a point a mile or two in advance of the
main column, when, taking a position on some convenieut hill, thsy

would dismouat, s8it down in thgaggow,rand fill a pipe for a smoke,

while their horses wers fres to forage in the suow for the nutri-
tious buffalo grass. Here they would remain until the rear guard
§ cams up; when they would rejocin thém. In the mean time, another

party of?glankers had gone out, snd s on, all day long. Our
PpProgress was nacessafily slow, and we mads onlylabout an average

5_ | of twelve miles a dsy. As to myself, I rods at will, sometimes

| with the advance guard, and sometimes with the msin body, and again
With the rear guard; always speaking words of encouragement to the
fesble, and cheering the little’ones with a prospect df good things,
when we shoul& get to Fort Buford. The weather was not cold for

the firstrweek, so there was but 1little suffering from that cource;

bug‘ye found no game, save an occasionsal jJack rabbit, and the scant

supply of food was nearly exhausted, and thers was consequent
suffering from hunger and like the Israelites of 0ld, they began to
urmer. On our third day's march, I was riding by the side of

Sitting Bull, just in the rear of the main body, whén my name was

.
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