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would  r e t u r n  w i t h  me t o  P o p l a r  Creek.  , i c c o ~ d i n g l y ,  as s o o n  as 

b r e a k f a s t  was o v e r ,  we h i tchsSi  up t h e  m u l e s ,  a n d  were  o n l y  t o o  g l a d  

t o  g e t  avJay f r o m  a p l a c e ,  w h e r e ,  t o  say t h e  l e s s t ,  o u d e x p a r i e n c e  

h a d  b e e n  v e r y  u n p l e a s a n t .  S t r o n g  .Rand was r e t u r n i n g  & f o o t ,  ~ n d  a t  h i s  

s u g g e s t i o n ,  I l o a n e d  h i m  my h o r s e ,  t o  e n a b l e  h i m  t o t r a v e r s e  t h e  r i v e r  

b o t t o m s  i n  q u e s t  o f  d c e r .  The women a n d  c h i l d r e n  c l i m b e d  i n t o  t h e  

wagon w i t h  3h6ir  meagre  e f f e c t s ,  a n d  we begrtn moving  ou t  o f  t h e  camp, 

S t r o n g  Hand r i d i n g  j u s t  i n  ,dvance of  t h e  m u l e s ,  w h i l e  I o c c u p i e d  

a s e a t  with t h e  d r i v e r .  'Ye h a d  r e a c h e d  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t h e  camp, and  

w e r s  n e a r i n g  t h e c r o s s i n g  o f  Frenchman ' s  C r e e k ,  w h i c h  was b o r d e r e d  on 

e i t h e r  s i d s  b y  a d e n s e  g r o w t h  o f  w i l l o w s ,  when I saw a number o f  w a r r i o r s  

r a p i d l y  rzpproach ing  u s  f r o m  t h e  c d q ,  e a c h  one c a r r y i n g ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  
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t o  h i s  r i f l e ,  a s t o u t / c l u b .  From t h i s  I knew t h t  t h e y  wers  what t h e y  

c a l l  s o l d i e  rs, c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  o u r  p o l i c e .  They  c a l l a  d t o  S t r o n g  Hand 

t o * ' h a l t ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  o f  o b e y i n g ,  he p u t  vhip t o  h i s  h o r s e  a n d  q u i c k l y  

d i s a p p e a r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  w i l l @ u s  a t  t h e c r o s s i n g ,  b u t  n o t  b e f o r e  one o f  

h e  I n d i a n s ,  a s o n  o c ' t h e  n o t e d  C h i e f ,  B l a c k  Xoon, had r a i s e d  h i s  r i l l ' le  

nd s e n t  a b u l l e t  f l y i n g  itftsr him. Idly s o l d i e r  f z i e n d ,  b e i n g  u n a c q u a i n t e d  

w i t h  I n d i a n  c u s t o m s ,  s u ~ ~ p o s e d  t n ~ t  :ze ??ere s u r e  enough  s t t % c k e d ,  a n d  f o r  

a n  i n s t a n t ,  l o s t  h i s  p r e se r i ce  of m ind ,  a n d  W a s  a b o u t  t o  l a sh  t h e  m u l e s  

i n t o  a r u n ,  i n  &he mad h o p s  o f  e s c z p i n g  f r o m  t h e  s a v a g e s  i n  a p o n d e r o u s  

gove rnmen t  wagon, d r ~ m n  b y  f o u r  e y u a l l y  p o n d e r o u s  d r a u g h t  m u l e s &  I 

s n a t c h e d  t h e  l i n e s  f r o m  h i s  h e n d ,  a n d  r e i n e d  i n  t h e  m u l e s ,  i n  t h e  meant ima  

b e g g i n g  Day n o t  t o  g e t  e x c i t e d ,  a n d  t o  p u t  down t h a t  1:rhip. He r e c o v e r e d  

h i m s e l f  i n s t a n t l y ,  when I handed  h i m  t h e  l i n e s  a n d  t o l d  h i m  t o  h o l d  t h e  
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m u l e s ,  a n d  jumping t o  t h e  g r o u n d ,  I r a n  / d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  b r a v e  who 

had f i r e d  t h e  s h o t .  I a s s m d  a f e i ~ r l e s s  demeanor  : h i c h  I * d i d  no'i f e e l ,  


