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was ~ a r r i s o n e d  by two companies o f  the 11th  U. S. Infantry ,  ivith Captain 0. E. 

Leaving Por t  Belknap, we proceeded down the Ihilk ELiver C y  easy s t n ~ e s ,  dr iv ing 

only about ten  n i l e s  a day, and had rez~ched a point  near the  mouth oi' Frenclimants 

Creek, a t  t en  o'clock, on about the  f i r s t  of ~ u g u s t ,  1880, when me found ourselves 

conpletely surrounded by  savages, evidently preparing t o  a t tack.  They occupied 

every h i l l t o p  and emrninence mithin a rzdius  of about one thousand yards,  end 

numbered three  hundred end f i f t y  warriors,  ivhilr thore  were ahout seventeen o f  

us. Kany of our pa r t y  were i n  favor of innzediately opening f i r e  upon the  Indians,  

hoping thus t o  t u rn  them away. Such ac t ion  volild hzve been worse th.en madness. 

The moment hhd come f o r  me t o  ac t .  F i r s t  reminding the  men of t h e i r  promise 

t o  obey my orders,  I direc5ed them t o  20 about makin? camp f o r  dinner, ns i f  
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nothing u ~ i s v a l  had / happened, and put  up the cook t e n t  a s  usual. I ordered 

two of the  men t o  p a r t i a l l y  round up the  herd, while four o r  f i v e  men mere 

ordered t o  l i e  down i n  a cc re less  a t t i t u d e ,  and l o u n ~ e  on the  grzss  i n  p l a i n  

0 .  

view of the  savq-es,  snd by a l l  mcens, I cautioned no one t c  make m y  show 

whatever of alarm. I explained t o  the men, thtit I v;ould r i d e  out  and meet the  

Indians, and would then a c t  a s  circumstances required. Thnt I 5.iouliE probably 

i n v i t e  a fern of the head ch ie f s  t o  comc and have dinner with me, and repeated the 

caution,  t h a t  i f  they saw me returning,  accompanied by an:, number of  savages, 

t o  be sure  and ~ a i n t a i n  an appearance of calm indifference.  I then se lected 

tho l a r g e s t  group of savares and rode 3 t  an$ easy csn te r  towar3 them, c a r r y i w  

my :?inchester r e s t i ny  across my szddle bo~f. Drzv~ing near t o  the  Indians,  I 

hai led  them with the  Sioux greet ing,  Tiow, m i  t e  ku ye pi!" (Hail,  my kinmenZ) 
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"1 m glad t o  f ind  myself once more f r iends .  Is / my brother,  The Ca l l ,  

with you?" they repl ied;  and inmediately r ln  lndien l e f t  the  group i n  

search of Chief C-all, with whom he soon returned. The G a i l ,  ~ : , i th  whom I hod 

been acquainted f o r  many years ,  exkibited s m e  surpr i se  a t  meeting me, end, a f t e r  


