
Down tke ILillr X v e r  Trh i l ;  bleetini: n i t k  1;ostile Sioux; I l t e r v i e s  mith Chief 

Ca l l ,  2nd conception of a r l n n  f o r  the  Surrender of S i t t i n g  Cull.  

In the  summer of 18E30, Cox Ec Floweree, ovmers c f  the *Circle F" brund on 

the  Sun 2 ive r  :?ence, i n  !:ontan%, d e t e ~ ~ i n e d  t o  ilrive a l a r c e  herd of 

c a t t l e  dovm the Xi lk  R i w r  T r a i l  f o r  shi?meEt n t  Eimerk,  Dak. It was a 

dangerous undertaking, f o r  the  L:ilk !iiver Valley was knovr. t o  be the hunting 

 round of the  h o s t i l e  Sioux, ~ h o  a f t e r  the  b s t ' l e  o f  the  L i t t l e  Liz Iiorn, hnd 

taken refupe i n  the  North-Fest T e r r i t o q .  On t h < ~  o t t s ~  hand, t F e  excel lent  

?rezing, toeether  m i t h  an abundznce of wood and water, were considerat ions 

t h a t  outwei~hed any e,-.prehensions o f  dsneer fro21 savayes. ,iccordingly a b ~ n c h  
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of tmelvdhundred head of s t e e r s  were rounded up, a ~ d  s t a r t e d  dorm the  Xi lk  

2 iver  T ru i l ,  hnndled by tce lve  cow-boys, i n  charge of J. 8. Cox, one of tLe 

o m e r s ,  and :!ill Floweree, son of  the  other  member of  the  f i m ,  aitf: E i l l  

Norris  as guide, and n colored rrzn, wko m-s cook 2nd teamster, i n  ch~irtys of 

the  s o l i t a r y  xess  wagon. 

>%en the  o u t f i t  reached For t  Belkna~:, and were about t c  sn t e r  t e r r i t o r y  

of uncer ta in  hosp i t a l i t y ,  I ;vas enga~ed  t o  accompany them a s  In te rpre te r .  Before 

accepting the pos i t ion ,  however, I exacted f ron  every nmbe r  of tk.r ga r ty ,  a 

promise of s t r i c t  obedience t o  rq? orders i n  the event of meeting, o r  havinl: any 

t rouble  with Ind ims .  The extent  h m  of what was considered h o s t i l e  c o u n t q  w a s  

m&e than three  hundred miles  i n  length ,  embracinp tho e n t i r e  va l l ey  of the  : i i lk 

River t o  i t s  confluence with the i':,issc;uri, a d  nboxlt one hundred rr i les of the  
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k i s s o u r i  Valley, from the  xouth of :.:ilk Fiver t o  the  P : i l i  t a r 7  2os t  of ~ h m d  Poplar 

Eiver, which a t  tht time wr.s yar:.isoned by two c o ~ p a n i e s  of the  11th U. S. 

Inf ? t ry ,  with Captoin G. B. Feed i ~ -  comand. 

Lewing For t  Eelknap, we proceeded down the  Ki lk  RQver, which a t  t h a t  time 
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