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On the  22nd mf August was recieved frbm 

Che Assiss tant  Comissioner. 
' 

"According t o  e rde r s  recieved on Ju ly  8 t h  t o  aroceed t o  the  Blackfoot camp f o r  t he  
p r i soner  ' ~ a t a ~ a > *  3s I l e f t  Bow Hiver on the  above ne~t ione, !  da te  and fmnd the  Llack- 
feet.'camped about t h i r t y  milev above the  mouth of Hed Deer Hiver, tha t  being anout 
two hundred miles nor th  of Ylbow River. 

"After having secured t he  p r i soner  1 was de ta i l ed  i n  camp r:y a council  ca l led  by t he  
p r i nc ip l e  b lackfeet  Chieffs, ~vLo invi ted  ne t o  t l ie i r  meeting. 

l"i'hey to ld  me t h a t  they were very glad we had arr ived,  a s  a t  t h a t  time the7 mere 
i n  a very unse t t l e  d s t a t e ,  owing t o  comunnications t ha t  had passed between the  Black- 
foo t  nat ion,  including blood Indians and Yieg~:ns, and the  Sioux from across the  l ine .  

"sbout a month ago the  Sioux sen t  a message t o  the  blackfoot Cmp 1~1 th  :! piece  of 
tobacco, w,rllicb the  B l a c ~ i o o t  Chief showed me. Yhe messenger told the  blackfeet ,  from 
the  Sioux, t ha t  the tobacao wt15 sen t  hem to  smoke i f  they were mil l ing t o  come 
across  the  1-ne  and , om the Soiux i n  f igh t ing  the  Grow Lndians, and o ther  t r i b e s  with 
a h ~ m  they were a t  war, and a l so  the Americans whom they .ere  f i gh t i ng  rat the same time. 

i 
"The Sioux 2roznissed t o  g ive  t he  Blackfeet ,  i f  they would join them, j l en ty  of horses  

and mule4 they hild captures from t h e  ~ a i k t S a r t m e r i c a n s ;  they a l so  to ld  the b ~ l a c l j f e e t  
t h a t  they had plenty.  of white women wlom t h e i  had paten p r i$>oners ,  und they promised t o  
give them to  the B.  ~ c k f s e t  i f  theg wouid join thew. /24 

"They a l s o  t o l a -%he  b laca iee t  t t a t  if they would came t o  he.~p thap aga ins t  the  dme1.r 
i cans ,  t h a t  a f t e r  they had k i l l ed  a l l  t h e  Whites they would come over and join the  
Blackfeet  to exterminate t he  Whites on thbs s i de .  

*l'hey a l s o  to ld  him t h a t  the so ld i e r s  on t h i s  s i d e  were weak, and t h a t  it would take  
them but a sho r t  time t o  take  any f o r t s  t h a t  they hadbuil t  here,  a s  tLey had taken % h m x  
many s t rong . t one  f o r t s  from the mer i cana ,  a t  a  small l o s s  t o  themselves. 

T h e  Blaokfeet had s e n t  an aaswer t o  the  Sioux a shor t  time Lefore I a r r ived ,  t o  t h e  
extent  %hat  they CL uld not  smoke t h e i r  tobacco on such terms, and t ha t  they were not  
wi l l lng  t o  make peace with the  understanding of helping then t o  f i g h t  the  Whites, a s  
they were t h e i r  f r i ends  and theg would not  gigkit agains t  them. 

"The messenger from t h e m  Blackfdet t o  the  Sioux had jus t  returned when I got  t o  
t h e i r  camp, with the  answer the  Sioux had sent .  

"They sa id  ahat  a s  they would not come and help then aca ins t  the  ~diiericans, t h a t  they 
would come over t o  tkis sidt? and show the Blackfeet t h a t  White so ld i e r s  were naghing be- 
f o r e  them, and t h - t  a f t e r  they had exterminated the  so ld i e r s  and taken t h e i r e f o r t s  they 
wouid come aga ins t  t he  the  Blaclrfeet. 

"In consequence of t h i s  nes-bge t h e L W W , " , " . a a t l o n ,  wian I reached t h e i r  camp, 
were i n  a s t a t e  of uncertainty,  not  knowing i,ow t o  ac t .  'Crow-foot'p' t h e  Lead Chief of 
m e  Blackfeet was a~ t1 ,o r ized  by i%U the n a t ~ o n ,  a l l  of whom were peesent ,  t o  ask me 
nhether i n  case they were at tacked b. the  Sioux wkthout themselves being the  aggressors, 
and ca l l ed  upon us, f o r  the  Mounted Po l ice  , t o  helay them, we would do so. I t o ld  them 
t h a t  i n  case the  Sioux crossed t he  l i n e  and at tacked the  33iackfeet, without the Black- 
f e e t  hiiring them any cause t o  do so ,  t h a t  we were bound t o  help them, they beil-1~ 
sub jec t s  of t ~ , i s  country, and having the  ri&t of protect ion a s  well a s  any other  
subject .  

"They were well  pleaaed ?,t what i to ld  them, and sa id  t h a t  they intended always i n  
f u tu r e  t o  be i n  peace with the rhites,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  with 3 i h ~  us; t h a t  they saw t h e  
way way we had dea l t  with t!&em s ince  we Lad been i n  the  country, and they were sure  we 
&ere  t L e i r  feiends. 

"The Giiief to ld  me i n  these  words; he said:  'We a l l  s e t h a t  the day is coming W~EIII  

\ the= buffa lo  n d l l  a l l  be k i l l e d ,  and r e  s h a l l  have nothiixc roore t o  l i v e  on, and ;hen 
Vyou w i l l  Come i n t o  our 

and see th.2 poor Blackfeet starving, I 

' I how,  ' he sa id ,  


