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enit was recieved frum

On the 22nd mf August the follwwing report of ¢ ub-Lnspecto
the Assisstant Commissioner.

mAccording to erders recieved on July 8th to proceed to the Blackfoot camp for the
prisoner 'Nataya®' % I left Bow River on the above mentioned date and found the Llack- .
feet camped about thirty miles aWove the mouth of Red Deer River, that being anout

two hundred miles north of Klbow River.

"After having secured the prisoner [ was detained in camp by a council called by the
prineciple Blackfeet Chieffs, who invited me 1o their meeting.

"Phey told me that they were very glad we had arrived, as at that time they were
in a very unsettle d satate, owing to com-unnications that had pas.ed between the Black-
foot nation, including Blood Indians and Piegans, and the Sioux from across the line.

"asbout a month ago the Sioux sent a message to the Blackfoot Camp with & piece of
tobacco, whieh the Blackioot Chief showed me. ‘The messenger told the Blackfeet, from
the Sioux, that the tobacwo wus sent .hiem to smoke if they were willing to come
across the l:ne and ,oin the Soiux in fighting the Crow Indians, and other tribes with
whom they were at war, and also the Americans whom they .ere fighting &t the same time.
3 "The Sioux promissed to give the Blackfeet, if they woulid join them, plenty of horses
and mules they had captures from the'EnixnﬁxsxxtAmericans, they also told the Bzlackfeet
that they had plenty. of white women whom they had paten pri:soners, und they promised to
give them to the Biackfeet if they would join thep. /24

"They also told*the Blacxfeet that if they would come 1o heip them against the aAmers
icans, thav after they had killed all the Whites:they would come over and join the
Blackfeet to exterminate the Whites on thés side.

*They also told him that the soldiers on thls 81de were weak, and that it would take
them but a short time to take any forts that they hadbuilt here, as they had taken Xummx
many strong :tone forts from the smericans, at a small loss to themselves.

"The Blackfeet had ment an amswer to the Sioux a short time before I arrived, to the
extent that they c.uld not smoke their tobacco on such terms, and that they were not
willing to make peace with the understanding of helping them to fight the Whites, as
they were their friends and they would not gight aguinst them.

"The messenger from thex®im Blackf€et to the Sioux had just returned whem I got 1o
their camp, with the answer the Sioux had sent.

"They said shat as they would not come and help them against the americans, that they
would come over to this sidc and show the Blackfeet that White soldiers were noghing be-
fore them, and th:ut after they had exterminated the soldiers and taken their .forts they
would come against the the Blackfeet.

"In consequence of this mes uge the-Blweicfesty nation, wien I reached their camp,
were in a state of uncertainty, not knowing Low to act. 'Crow-foot}' the liead Chief of
the Blackfeet was amthorized by -3%1 the nat:on, all of whom were peesent, 1o ask me

- whether in case they were attacked b, the Sioux without themselves being the aggressors,

and called upon us, for the Mounted Police , to helpy them, we would do so. I told them
that in case the Sioux crossed the line and attacked the Blackfeet, without the Black-
feet giwing them any cause to do so, that we were bound to help them, they being
subjects of ti:is country, and having the right of protection as well as any other
subject. .

"They were well pleased =t what 1 told them, and said that they intended always in
future to be in peuce with the ‘/hites, and particularly with xhx us; that they saw the
way way we had dealt with tiem since we Lad been in the country, and they were sure we
were their feiends.

thex buffelo wbll all be killed, and we shall have nothing more to live on, and then
you will come into our camp and sce the

\’\ "The Chief told me in thebe words; he said: 'We all s.e that the day is coming when

poor t vin know
Blackfeet 814 i &y ' 'I ' he said
] ’



