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for actual subsistance by thelarge numbers of foreign Indiane at preseh

within Canaddan territory in addition to ourown Indians.

The un ersigned availe himself £ of this opoortunity to mention
the anxiety which he feels re pecting the anomalous and critiecal
condition of Indian affairs inthe s~uth west portion  of the territor-
ies of Cansda, in consequence of the continued presence af xke zx3 thdre
of the lagge bodies of Indians, who crossed the boundary for refuge frm
from he United Statés troops in 1875. The formidable character of thise
element and its disturbing tendencies considered inirelation to our own
Indians, and its md#ésixx effect upon their aum fosdxxmppXx source of
food supply, must continue to excite apprehensions as 1o the ultimate
consequences should such an arrangement not soon be made as will result
in the return of the foreitn Indians to their own country.

The best authorities agree in representing five years as the maxi-
mum period for which the food wants of thd Indians of the Plains maybe
to any reasonable extent supvlied from the buffalo, an the situation
is rendered all the more critical from day to day during the period
in consequence of the risk of a collision between our Indians and those
of the United States within our territory, increasing, as that risk doe
in exact proportion to the decrease of this means ofsubbiatamce,.

Had it not been for the excellent temper shown throughout by our
Indians during the past two years and a half in view of the presencexmf
among them of such large numbers of foréign bands, whose okly means of
subsitance has been drawn from their am food supply, disturbances ser-
iously compramising the twé Governments might befiorenow have occurred.

It is only fair, however , to SittingBull and the other principle
chiefs of the United States Indians who took refude in our territory,
to say that their conduct has been of a charatter to which no exception
whatever can be taken. But it is hardly reasonable to suppose that the
next few years can be got over without, to say the least, great incon-
viences being caused to the two Governments fromt eh ebb and flow of
the Indians of both countries across the boun dry line. The Dominion wl
will be called upon immediately-indeed the guestion had already forced
itself upon us-to determine tow our Indians of the Plains are to be
subsisted when the supply of food afforded by the buIfalo shall § hate
@&@xhausted. The dif iculty with such view will, it is not necessary to
say, be anhanced to a serious extebt by the presence én the territor-
iies of large numbers of United States TIndians, having no means of lig
living, and who xsa therefore cannot by regarded in ant other light tha
as a marauding element and consequently ahbagonistic to the peace ofthe
country.

It is hardly necessa®Py for the undersigned to remi nd xMis Excellm
eny that the Canadian Government are in no way responsible for the
condition of affirs under discussion. The Indians ¥n question were drie
driven into Canadian territory after having been worsted by Ubited Stas
States Tro ops, with whom they ha come into collésion, it is saidm
whether rightly or wrongly pf @ifficulties arising out of unjust treata

mentthey had received at te hands of xx agents of the Government &f
ganxia to=drive~the in the matter of treaty mdgmxizmsmixxpxomfisz promi-
sses. The nomadic habits of these Indians, and th facility with which
they move from place ot place, render itxxex impossible for the Govern
ment 6f Canada to drive them back and the ofly way out of the 4 ifficulty
which suggests itself is fr the Government of the United States to take
such measures as may induce them to return to their proper allegiance
and their own country. It maybe said that effortewese already made wik
with that view have been unsuccessful It is magExkx equally true, howe
ever, thar these efforts were made very short y after the Indians
arrived in Canada, before the felling of bittier animosity entertained
by them to the United States troops and Government had had time to be
gt aéi so{tnend and especlally at a time when buffalo were abundant in

anadian territory. ‘here is some reasonto believe that dif
spirit might be exhibited by slttlng Bull abtd the other 1ea§1§§r§§§e§§t
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