Fort na.o; .e0d 32—.

- July 13,égiai

lpooxding tp ordrrreceived an July s, 10 proceed from the Blackfe
fd- ““?~~ for th ep priogneri "Malaya", I left How River on the ‘above
mentionngdate, found the Blackfeet encamped about 20 miles above thm
mouth of Hed Defr K vertkhttbeing about 300 mjae®" NN ‘
iggger 1.was Qe

p:ksed ‘between the Blackfeet ‘natives Amol wj‘ ndiah
Plegans, other 8ioux from across the line.
: About a month =go tge Sioux ment a message to the Blacquot .camp
with a piece of tobasco twhioch ‘the Blackffeet showed me. The mes; ngl
told ssxthe Blackfeet from the Sioux that the tobacc o. was sent
o smoke if they wereN willing to xoome across thd lin€ and join the
fousin fighting the Crow Indians and other tribes with whom thep were
at war, and also the Américans whom $hey were fighting at the same e
ftime. The Sioux promissed to gi_ve the Blackfeet if they would join vmm
them plenty of horses and mules they.had captured from t§e Amerioans
they also told the Plackf-ee:t that they had taksm- 28 -EREX  Plh
pelnty of white women they taken prisoners and they xpro gsed to give
them to the Blackfeet if they would join them.

They also told the Blackfeet A if they would come t0 help them
sgainst the Americans that after they had killed all the whites they wl=
would ¥aimxtx ocome over and Join the Blackfeet to exmterminate the winks
whites on this side.

They also told them that. the soldiers an this side were weak =
and that ¥ it would take them But a short time to take any forts that
they had built there as kx . .they hadaktaken many strong stone fogts
from the AmericR®e at small loss to themselves,

The Blackfeet had sent am answer tdihe Sioux, a short time before
1 a rrived $o the effect €ha—t they could not smoke their tobacco at
such terms but &hat they were not willing to make peace with the
understanding #bf helping them to fight the whites as they were their
friendw and they would not fight against them. The messengé"r from
the Blackfeet to the Sioux had just returned when I got to their camp
with the answer the Sioux had sent.

They had said that, as they would not come and help them against R
ixagpxihe Americans, 4hat’ they would come over to thés side and xk show
the Blackfeet that white soldiers were nothing before them, and that
after they had exterminated the soldiere, and taken their forts that th
they would come against the Blackfeet,

In consequence of thés message the Blaokfeet natives, when I reaci
ched their camp, were in a state of uncertainty, not knowing how to acs.

“crowfoot", the head ch ef ¢f the Blackfeet, was authorized by the
nati:n { allof whom were present to ask me that in ccase they were atta
oked by the Sioux, without themselves being the aggre ssore, if in
case of their calling upon us,-the Mounted Police,~to help them whether
we would do so I told them that in case the Sioux crossed the line and
atta cked them Blackfeet, without the Blackfeet givirng them any cause ¢
to do 80, we were bound to help them, they being subjects of thés couny
country, and having the tight of proteftion as well as any other subjéts

They were well pleased &t what I told them and told me that they

intended #lways in the future to be at peace wi |
th the whites and
cularly with us; that they saw thr way we had dealt with them, s?gzziz

over



