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t e r r i t o r y ,  and onan Indian %eserva$ion , and t h e  au tho r i t i e s  may compel them t o  re turn ,  
which, s f  course, would mean the  re tu rn  to  t h iv  s ide;  and, again, where the re  a r e  so  pwcq many d i f f e r en t  t r i b e s  a:,sembled together i t  woad  be  only na tu r a l  i f  they had t rouble  
among themselves, which would, i n  a l r  p robab i l i ty ,  be the  means of many of our Indians 
returning,  ,m and many thingd may- 
occur t o  ma Qaving no means of g a i n i w  
a l i v i n g  themselves, i t  may be necessary t,, feed them. I have not  had any d i r e c t  news 
from the buffa lo  conntry f o r  about ten  daye, o r  t w i  weeks, but then  I l a s t  heard the  
major i ty  of the  1-e near n e -. I don't an t i c i pa t e  
t h a t  theywill  r e tu rn ,  a t  any r a t e  e ra ,  u n t i l  kpaards spring,  rrhen I 
ce r t a i n ly  tti  nk it  i s  qu i te  probable, but 6s it i s  a mat ter  of such grave importance, 
I suggest the  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of  being prepared, even i f  such an event were only possible.  
I n  the meantime the  ~ t o c k  of provisione l a i d  i n  f o r  Indians 1 . i i l  be considerably 
reduced, a s  ~t i s  now ce r t a i n  a considt:rable number, a s  before s a id ,  w i l l  have t o  be 
fed d u ~ i n g  t l e  e n t i r e  winter. 
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respect ing the  Sioux and o the r  Indians, and small bands commenced coming i n t o  ba t t l e fo rd  
i n  en almost s tarving co~ld i t ion ,  end the a r r i v a l s  continued t o  the extent  of a b v  
two thousand, consis t ing of Crees, Saulteamx, Assiniboine, S i ~ u x ,  Blackfeet ,  Circees, and 
Llloods. \ It was feared a t  one ti e t h a t  the  l resence of such a l a rge  b i t  number of mixed 
t r i b e s  would lead to  t roub le ,  but  thay were a l l a s s i s t e d  by t he  Ihdian Department. Some 
of t he  t r i b e s  t h a t  did not  belcng t o  the  Yaskatchewah were given ra;ions t o  take them 
back t o  t h e i r  own l o c a l i t i e s ,  but the t ~ a j o r i t y  o f t  them remained here u n t i l  a f t e r  the  

annuity payment8 i n  ~ u g u s t .  
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