Report of Supt. Crozier
Fort vwalsh, 29th Decmeber, 1879.
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On the 1lkh July, Lieut. Tillson, of the U.S.A., arrived with a despaich
addressed to you, from Gen. Miles. This officer, two days a fterwards, left this post
for Wood liountaina. The bature of xhis duty he did not communicate to me, further thah
that he wanx he had been instructed to find out if it were possible in any way to
hav deserters from the Americun Army to this country, returned, as his Government was
anxious to q&;ggﬂggggjinn. whizh was presumed would be frequent, owing to the close o
proximity of Fort Assinibouine to the International Boundary Line, and that he was the
bearer of vhe despaich above mentioned, all of which I reported at the time.

I reported to you an intervuew I had w th a Cree Indian, brcther of Big Skys,
an Indlan Chief, relative to a suppesed council between Big Bear, Canadian Chief, and
p.ea»&n«this~aﬂ&n$my,~£§§:¥§EEE§§E§EZSE§lai§ﬁ:ﬁﬁﬁuuhmbuhmg

he Sioux, in which H%g,Beaam-adamaxeriuzﬁﬁwlgwiha_a;aax to form an ailiance against the
hites in this country, the first lpoint of attack being this post.as I informed you I

qaestioned the man in the most seakching manner when he first brought in the report,
and when subsequently he repeated it he certainly seemed to me to be speaking Xkmxtruth-
fully; but on having gsine: informeftion from other reliable sourees, I learned there was
little or no ¥ruth in the maximx « I g¢ive this as an instance of the many stories
one hears, and of the difficulty In believing even those upon wlon yeu might mxpeex
imagine reliance could be placed.

During the month of July m large camps of Indians stopped at the post, consist-
ing principally of Bloods, Blackfeet and Crees, to.sil of-wbcwm.provisiocns had-be.he giyen,

s there were few buffalo then &n the country; those from the west, north and east,

were generally quite destitute of food, the Quffulo being in the nolghborhood of the
Bear Paw Mountains, south of the Boundary Line, where ncarly szll the Indians that
ﬁ“:§5335311§‘THEEETT~zh1s section of the country were gathered.

During last July & lamege camp of Bloodsp some 300 lodges, arrived gere and held
$heir ahnual "Sun Dance". They had been huniting before their arrival, I believe, south
of thisy and had with them a comsiderable quantity of meat, which they informéé me was to
have lasted them until after they had received thekr annual paymengs; but as theyremained
here for soi.e time, and as other Indians arrived without pprovisions they gave a great

Xdeal away; from Zhere I understand they went to Fort lMacleod.
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On the 30th of September the Right Keverend the BishopAf Dakota arrived on &
n&ssion to the Sioux Indians, to induce them to return 1o theyr res rvation in the Unitea
States. The Right iieverend gentleman Jaft for the Sioue camp, in the vicinity of ‘iocod Mt.
accompanied by an mfRimm escort of officer and 15 non~comms officers and men on the 5th
yof Oetober. I have & lready forwarded you a report of the trip by Inspector Cotton, who
was the officer in chargs of the escort.
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In speaking generally, I have the honor to iinform you that after the Indian
ocayment in the westm large numbers of Blackfeet and Circees, and from the north, Cree
Indians, arrived at this post pnihimkix t&g}; way to Buffallo; nearly all remesinéd here
for some time, and = considerable nuisber, say, Tiven-hundred souls, =re still here, though
they have beéeatedly been told how necessarybit was for them to endeavor to jet their
own living, nut as they «re here and the sea son has advanced, a good many of them will

ave to be fed by the Goveérnment for the winter. There &8s hot a very heavy supply of
" provisions for Endiens here, and if it is only a matter of feeding those here at presant,
there will be, a sufficiency, But the danger &0 be epprehenddd is the arrivel of large
numbers, as this is undoubtedly the first place they would come to in the event of their

le. to pIOE ire. foodfor themselves, and this is & ¢ ontingency that may be
Bgéugh%nagout in” se vera1 Ways. For instance our Indians are hunting in the Unlied States
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