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Page 18. 
On t h e  l l h h  July ,  Lieut, T i l l son ,  o f  t h e  U.S.A*,  arr ived with a despatch 

addreesed t o  you, from Gen. Eliles. This o f f i c e r ,  two days a f terwards,  l e f t  t h i s  post  
f o r  Wood ILountainr. Tihe bature  of *is duty he did not communicate t o  me, f u r t he r  than 
t h a t  he wnuk he had been ins t ructed t o  find out i f  i t  were poss ib le  i n  any way t o  
hav de se r t e r s  from the  kmericun Army t o  ti-is country, rehurned, a s  h i s  Government was 

whish was presumed would be frequent,  owin& t o  the  c lose  o 
i n e  t o  t h e  Lnternational Loundary Line, and that  he was the  

bearer  of the despavch above mentioned, a l l  of which I reported a t  t1.e time. 
I reported t o  you an intervuew I had w t h  a Cree Indian, b r ~ t h e r  of Big Skye, 

an Indian Chie anadian Lhief, and 

n a i l i ance  agains t  the  
AS I inforr-led you I 

qaestioned the  h t  i n  the  repor t ,  
and when subse o speaking kbxkruth-  
f u l l y ;  but on having gaine in fo  , I learned the re  was 
l i t t l e  o r  no $ruth i n  the BIS%*IIIE I e ive  t h i s  a s  an instance of t he  many s t o r i e s  
one hears,  and of the d i f f i c u l t y  ieving even those upon wllon you might 
imagine re l i ance  could be placed. 

During the  month of July  x l a rge  camps of Indians stopped a t  tke  post ,  conaist- 
p r inc ipa l ly  of  Bloods, b lackfeet  and Crees, t o a i L a C & m  + m x i s i n n n a , ~ ~  

s there  were few buffalo then dm the  country; those f r o r  the west, nor th  and ea s t ,  
were general ly  qu i te  d e s t i t u t e  of food, the  
Bear Paw Uuuntaine south of t he  Boundary Li 

p(-his s e c t ~ o n  of the country were gathered. 
During li-1st July a lasge  camp of Eloodsxp some 300 lodges, ar r ived Bere and held 

)hei r  a h u n l  "Sun Dance". They h&d been hunting before t h e i r  a r r i v a l ,  I bel ieve ,  south 
of Ilisgi and had with them a comsiderable quanti ty of meat, which they informdd me w h s  t o  
have 1i:sted them u n t i l  a f t e r  Mey had received the* annual paymengs; t u t  a s  theyremained 
here f o r  su;.e t i l l i ; ,  and a s  o ther  Indians ar r ived +i thout  pprovisions they gave a g r ea t  

x d e a l  away; from t h e r e  I undmstand they went t o  Fort  Ikcleod. 

W '  
On the 30th of September the  Right aeverend the  bisho of Dakota ar r ived on G 

s s ion  t o  the  Sioux Indians,  t o  induce them t o  re tu rn  t o  7-9/ t ~ e y r  r e s  m a t i o n  i n  the United 
es. The Right I~everend gentleman $a f t  f o r  the  S i o u  camp, i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of food hit, 

accompanied by an n m  escor t  of o f f i c e r  and 15 non-corns o f f i c e r s  and men on the  5 th  
of October. I have a lready forwarded you a repor t  of the  t r i p  by Inspector Cotton, wko 
was t he  o f f i c e r  i n  charga of t h e  escort .  

I n  speaking generally,  I have the honor t o  ~ i n f o m  you t h a t  a f t e r  t he  Indian 
oayment i n  the  westlp l a r g e  numbers of Blackfeet and Lircees,  and from the  north,  Cree 
Indians, arr ived a t  t h i s  pos t  p-b t$eic-way t o  Buffal lo;  near ly  a l l  remaindc? here 
f o r  some time, and t considerable nuhber, 8 a y , h . ' f l " e ~ " : 5 0 u l s ,  %re sti l l  here, though 
they have b&eatedly been t o ld  how necessarybit  w t l s  f o r  them *o endeavor t o  get t h e i r  
own l iv ing ,  nut  a s  they :-ire here and t he  sea son has advanced, a good many of them w i l l  

p a v e  t o  be fed by t he  Government f o r  the  winter. There &a hot  a very heavy sup;)ly of 
provisions f o r  Kndians here, and i f  it  is  only a matter  of feeding those  here a t  presant ,  
there  w i l l  b e , a  sufficiency,  But the danger I$o be apprehenddd is  t he  a r r i v a l  of l a rge  
numbers, aa t l . i s  i s  undoubtedly t he  f i r s t  p lace  they would come t o  i n  t h e  event of t h e i r  

l e  t o  pro  Pre foodfor themselvea, and t h i s  is a c ontingency t ha t  may be 
%%&HkOut In several ways* 3'0, i n ~ t m ~ ,  our Indians a r e  hunting i n  the  United S t a t e s  


