
e~;raginge of willow bark, Ha one spoke. The c h i e f  looked 

at  the f i re ,  ana took no notice of us until be had puffed 

at klSa pipe for a fesr rno~ents, Then the  pipe was pasea 

around, and as eaob ne;m amuksd, Sitting 1a.sll wstched hia  

faoe closely, $hen the  ceremony Baa ended, the o l u  leauer 

gazed at t h e  pink anu vio1e.t fl~~merm flickering among the 

broken fagots* tinu pursed his lips, TkAe wrinkles 019 hifa 

forehead grew deeper, anu a Look of shrewdness owie Pato  

his &ark face. Aborlginial America wae about to ut ter  

f t s  thougbte t o  the r-lillione of aen and womn i u h ~  brought 

pnpowcler and Christianity frm the contincnts 'bedomi the 

seae. Tke ehisf put h i s  t h m b s  together, as though hs 

were comparing them - an odd t r i a k  t h a t  I Gave not iced  19 

other S i o u x  g o l i t i c i a m  - and began, 
"1 have lived a long tins, anel I: have seen s great deal, 

and X have always tiad a reaeon for everything I have done," 

he said, in a deep, low voiae - s f i l l  staring thaughtfully 

into the  ffre, The listening Indiana nocrueu their Lea&, 

*Every a o t  of ay l i f e  tfas had an o b j % ~ t  in view, sand no 

rnan uan say that Z have neglaoted facts or failed t o  th ink ,"  

I34% took tr Ian8 pull at h i s  p i p r  and as the woke glided 

from h i a  lipe he watohed P t  musingly, 

"1 am one of the  Xast ohiefs of the inlfspendent Sioux 

nation,* h e  aaid; "and the  place I hola mion8 my people 


