
frenzy, it promised a t  one time to  involve a l l  the t r i b e s  of the northvest, 

and extend i t s  devastating t e r ro r s  from the I.iissouri to  the Pacific.  It is 

. . 

thought by such excellent judges as  feneral  ,.Ales and others equally well- 

;?osted, that  the master lnind of S i t t i n g  Su l l  had thought out the c h a ~ c e s  fo r  the 

red mstn i n  such a conf l ic t ,  i n  which the ~ r n - ~ l i  r x r  ber of our arrq ,  c&lled on 

to  protect  so wide a t e r r i t o ry ,  would have fr i t tereci  .sway i t s  streLngth and 

discipl ine i n  the rjresence o f  the best armed and equi~ped ,  and prac t ica l ly  

,rwtberless, bands of barba-/p.588/ rians the world h s  ever seen. 3ut forces 

. ere found a t  work with which the Indikq has nut been h i ther to  cal led on t o  

contend. The telegraph and the rai l road have not h i ther to  counted as important 

factors .  In t h i s  contest ,  the c l ick of the operator's i n s t m . e n t  almost 

mingled with the r a t t l e  of the r i f l e  shcts. 2he y a i h a y  whistle could almost 

be heard from the f i e l d  o f  ba t t l e .  The resources of the  most pov?erfil nation 

on e&rth were available in  a fel-:. dzys. %chine ,--us and a r t i l l e r y  carr ied an 

unaccustomed t e r r o r  t o  savage hearts. 

There i s  l i t t l e  more to  t e l l .  As soon a s  the Indians could be nmde t o  

understand t h a t  the way of surrender was.open to them, the3 beg= to  &e 

t h e i r  gay t o  the ileadquarters which General iJifes had established a t  the Pine 

Ridge Agency. They s a w  that  the conf l ic t  r a s  hopeless. The ;:essiah, which 

the warlike had hoped, as did the Jews of old,  t:~ould come as  a destroying 

angel, sweepirg the white m from the ea r th  and raising the Indian and buffalo 

from the dead, cane not. The ghost s h i r t ,  1,vhich the medicine mw had subjected 
8 

to  h i s  incantations, was a s  pervious to the white man's bu l le t s  as  the ver ies t  

cotton rag. Others remembered tha t  i n  a l l  the best  messages which they had 

received from the LIessiah, a s  for  example, those from Johnson Sides, the Ute 

prophet, they had been to ld  not to  f igh t ,  m d  they realized that, i n  s p i r i t  

and in  f ac t ,  they had disobeyed these messages. ghatever had been the 

in jus t ice  and provocation by the white wn, they had allowed themselves t o  be 

drawn in to  an a t t i t u d e  of bloodshed and rebellion. Under the  impulse of these 


