
t o  have caught the s ~ i r i t  of forebearance and self-control of t h e i r  

commander, the whole sad a f f a i r  might and probably would have been brought 

t o  a close without the  dis t ress ing and bloody events with tvhich t h i s  s tory 

m ~ s t  close. /page 561/ Under Gerieral L<ilests direct ion,  steps were taken t o  

assure the Indians of the intention of the govem~en t  to  deal jus t ly  by them, 

although there would be no fl inching from the s te rn  and inf lexible  administra- 

t i on  of the law tovrard those who remined host i le .  It vftts perhaps a mistake 

that  the old Seventh Cavalry, whose ga l lan t  leader, General Caster, and so many 

of t h e i r  comrads had beens l a i n  by t h i s  very t r i b e  should have been among 

the  soldiers  detai led to  t h i s  duty. iunorg them, "Remember Custeritt has been 

t h e i r  battle-cry, and common report has credited them with an in f lex ib le  

determination to  revenge h is  death and tha t  of t h e i r  comrads. 

3ach day brought confl ic t ing reports, but i t  was evident tha t  the  

influence of the "Xedicine mtl was waning and tha t  the t r i b e  was recovering 

from i t s  al leged frenzy. L i t t l e  by l i t t l e  the bands of hos t i l es  approached 

the agency, urged forv~ard by the good generalship of Xiles, who had so 

disposed of h i s  forces tha t  the  bands were surrounded on a l l  sides,  save t h a t  

towards the government s ta t ion.  I t  had been determined t o  secure a surrender 

of the hos t i l es  and t h a t  t h e i r  guns should be taken from them. O f  a l l  require- 

ments t h i s  i s  the hardest for an Indian. IIis gm i s  next to h i s  l i f e .  ??ith- 

out i t  he i s  a s  nothing. For i t  he w i l l  r i sk  everything. ,Qo 
In th ie  rnanner time dragged along mtil 

1 

Footts band was discovered shortly before noon by L i t t l e  B s t ,  one of the Indian 
n 

scouts. The hos t i l e  carp was eight miles northwest of Kiajor ':hiteside's 

camp on Yiounded Knee. Vhen t h i s  mas reported to Lhjor Vhiteside he ordered 

four t r o o ~ s  of the Seventh Cavalry into the saddle and marched to  the point 

indicated by the scout. As the mil i tary anproached the  hos t i l es  formed i n  

a long l i n e  of b a t t l e  150 strong, armed with guns and knives, the  l a t t e r  stuck 


