
short  speeck: 

"1 am going back t o  \mi te  Clay ( the  location of the agency); you can 

k i l l  rile i f  you want to ,  now, and prevent my s ta r t ing .  The agent's words a r e  

t rue,  and it is be t t e r  t o  return than to s tay  here. I a m  not a f ra id  t o  die.* 

Ir-wine the surprise of the  f r iendl ios  when, upon looking back from the 

top of a ridge two miles d i s t an t ,  tney saw the one hundred and seventeen 

lodges of hos t i l e s  coming a f t e r  them. They ha l te r  t o  wait fo r  Short Bull t o  

catch up, and then the en t i r e  o u t f i t  moved toward the agency, a l l  happy i n  

the prospect of peace and forgiveness. 

But the hopes of the f r iendl ies  were short-lived, f o r  Short Bull became 

scared a f t e r  having proceeded four miles far ther ,  and, together with his  

band, l e f t  the rear of the column and returned t o  the Bad Lands. 

Sunday and Idionday morning, the Indians moved along the t r a i l ,  reaching 

Red Cloud's camp, i n  s i j h t  of the  agency headq'dzrters just before noon. 

1,ionday. Louis arid t he  scouts had ridden ahead and reached the general 's 

presence as  narrated i n  the fore-part of t h i s  b r t ic le .  

By t n i s  time it had become c lear ly  evident tfiit i f  the policy of force was 

to  be mde effect ive it soald be necessar; to  concentrate a poweribl mil i tary 

body i n  the lalid of the Dakotas. General ;.iiles, ono of the most succsssfal  

and e>:per:ei:ced of our army in  dealing with the Indian was fortunately i n  

comm~~d. From h i s  i ie~dpuarters  i n  Chicago he directed the concentrat ion of 

troops a t  Pine Ridge u=der the immediate conlt.land of Colonel Torsythe, of the 

Seventh Cavstlrx regiment. General 1Yles kiad alreakv by the publication c ~ f  

m able a r t i c l e  in  the Xorth American Reviev defined h is  posit ion with regard 

to  the treatrnent of the Indians, and the country expected of h i m  a degree 

of temperance and patience and good judgement which could only resul t  i n  

grea t  good. In so f a r  as  human foresight could control events t h i s  expecta- 

t i on  was not disappointed, and i f  it had been sossible  for  o f f icers  and men 


