
The caap is  placed upon a plateau one hundred and t h i r t y  fee t  above 

the surrounding valleys. There i s  only one place ivhere men c m  enter  it, 

and tha t  place i s  but twenty fee t  wide. The peaks tower higher than the 

l i t t l e  plateau on which l i e s  the fo r t ,  but these h i l l s ,  being perpendicular 

and terminating i n  points, would afford no advantage to  troops. The road, 

o r  shelving-rock layer, leading into the f o r t  i s  broad a t  the base, 

but narrow as  one approaches the top, and slopes a t  an angle of about 

tmenty-one degrees. It would be extremely d i f f i cu l t  fo r  soldiers  t o  

charge up t h i s  shelving rock, and, even did they reach the summit, the 

breastwork thrown across the entrance would effectually check them. 

Trenches a re  everywhere to  be seen, and near the entrance exceed 

ten  feet  in  depth and are  very wide. On the fa r ther  side from the entrance 

there are  two places where the h i l l  slopes a t  an angle of thirty-eight or  

for ty degrees. Of course, it  would be out of the question for  one t o  

climb u? such an incline,  but the Indians might s l ide  down safely i n  case 

they were compelled t o  re t rea t .  A l l  other sides of the plateau are perpend- 

icular.  Some r i f le-pi ts  have been excavated on the h i l l s  near a t  hand, 

and the Sioux, taking advantzge of these, ffiignt narass tile soldiers  should 

the l a t t e r  gain access t o  the camp. 

W e n  altogether, Shangraux says tke for t ress  i s  the most iapre,yble r 
place he ever saw, and i n  h i s  opinion the two hundred and f i f t y  men who 

are  nbw i n  it, and who asser t  t h e i r  i n t e n t i ~ n / ~ a g e  574/to die there 

before they w i l l  leave it, w i l l  be able to  k i l l  many hundred soldiers 

before they a re  %hipped. He c l a i m  tha t  the only way properly to  assaul t  

t h e s p o t i s b y c a n n o n .  TheSiouxh .*uenever foughtacommandarmeds i th  

Hotchkiss b.yuns and howitzers, and i f  cannon can be brought near, so that 

shel ls  can be thrown into the fo r t ,  he thinks the Indians w i l l  not be 

to hold it. 


