
were not warriors, but talkers.  After some parley, the hos t i les  agreed 

t o  escort the band into the Bad Lands camp. So, as soon a s  the ponies 

were caught and saddled up, the en t i re  ou t f i t  moved toward Short Bull 's 

great fo r t ,  

The country through which they rode presents a similar appearance to  

a volcanic region, Great fissures yawn on a l l  sides,  peaks of gray- 

colored earth, o r  a d i r ty  whitish 1imestone.bluff towers here a precipice 

extends there. The t r ees  become stanted a s  one advances, md the grass 

d i  sappeara . Finally a l l  vegetat ion vani shes, and there remains naught 
s 

but a ser ies  of peaks, of deep valleys, of horrible p i t s  suggestive of the 

road to  the infernal regionst Truly, a more f i t t i n g  place for  an Indian 

massacre could not be found i n  the United States. Occasional broader 

valleys afford a stunted growth of grass f o r  ponies, 'out these f e r t i l e  

spots a re  great distances apart and of limited e ~ t e n t . / ~ a g e  572. 

In  prehistoric times ertlptiohs of the submerged volcanoes, o r  shrinkages 

i n  the  earth's c rus t ,  have cailsed the  i r r egu la r i t i e s  which everywhere 

exis t ,  The scout says that tlle country affords splendid places f o r  

ambuscades--little amphitheatres, as it were, with but one entrance, the 

sides of which are  so i r regular  as to form good hiding-places for  lurking 

savages. The hos t i les f  for t  cannot be approached except through about 

f ive  miles of such land. LZay God have mercy on any amy tha t  attempts to  - 
enter  such a place without two or three hundred good scouts i n  advance 

to  thoroughly investigate every nook and corner! 

One mile from the for t  the en t i r e  party was halted, and Short Bull 
1 r 

himself advanced fo r  $ few words regarding Shengrauxls mission. The 

scout s a p  nothing of importance transpired u n t i l  a l l  were within the 

fo r t ;  then he had time to look about, and note par t icular ly the inside and 

outside of the stronghold. 


