
For two a i l e s  i n  every direct ion around the agency were the teepees 

of the friendlies.  Ten years ago nearly a l l  the Sioux were l iv ing  i n  hide 

or canvas lodges. Mow the most of them l ive  i n  good, substantial  houses, 

many of which a re  decorated with pictures and ornaments. 3very Dakota 

owns a tepee, but uses it only during sumrumrler huiting ex&drsions. The 

youngest children were born i n  log houses, and even the older persons a re  so 

accustomed to  good dwelling that  they feel  ill a t  eRse i n  a canvas lodge. 

Consider therefore, the sufferings of these people crowded together i n  f r a i l  

tents ,  with insuff ic ient  clothing, with no f'uel t o  be had nearer than the 

timber-covered bluffs eight miles away, and the half  starved ponies sble  to 

haul but small quantit ies of th is .  /page 560. 

They pleaded in vain with the agent to  allow them to  return t o  t he i r  

log houses. The children were sick with colds, mrzy had diphtheria, 

and several died. E'ortune smiled upon them by ,living a month of the most 

beaztifi l  weather in  the f a l l ,  bat fearfbl  storms have since swept upon them 

with scarcely an hour's warning. Bliazards r52y spring up inside of t h i r t y  

mirrrtes; the thermometer ?,as been h o r n  to  f a l l  fifty-eight degrees inside of 

an hour upon tke reservation. Aven t:le most s to ica l  fimn must be moved when 

he contemplates the t e r r ib l e  suffering, not t o  merition the loss of l i f e  and 

property, t hAt  rmst needs accampany a Dakota storm. 

The anti-Liessiahist s were perfectly aware of the danger that  threatened 

them. Not long =o the wife o f  one of the greatest  chiefs said: 

t?:lhy a re  we detained here? L?y husband, my brother, m~ cousin a re  not 

going to join the dancers in the ;ad Lands. There is not a family i n  t h i s  

large camptt ( o f  one hundred and ninety-five teepees)"t,hat does not watch 

over a t  l eas t  one sick child. The coughing and crying of poor distressed 

babes keeps us a l l  awake a t  night. It i s  two rniles fron here t o  the govern- 

ment buildings, and, should a great blizzard swoop dorm upon us, many women 


