7

of the villagze, Benteen bto charge the center on the opnosite side,

and he intended %o strike the enemy on the unyer end of the valley.

‘«

He never dreamed tha’t officers under his command would faill to obey
him; but before he hed reached e Tord where he had intended to meke
his crossging and a'tack 5'e Indians, Reno had retired ovt of danger,
and with Ben“-een's wagon-itrain and packs, barricaded themselves on
the top of a prominent hill, Cus’'er, all unconscious of having been
deserted by his srbordinates, charged the Indians at the ford, and
paertly smaceceded in crossing; bnit that portion of tre Indians that
Reno should have engazed, vurned and massed themselves arovnd Custer,
mvstering over two thovsand warriors, /p.387/ Custerts gallant
little band was driven back across itre siream, hotly pressed by the
s%ill gatrering myriad of yelling savages, wio, beilng daismounted,
poured & sieady hail of dea*th Tyom behind evers obstacle which could
conceal their snonle bodies, Cuscer's movnited troons on Lthe side of

a ruzgedly verraced nill, stood very little chance of lasbinzg long in

-

this uneven ba'tle, Ve suppose, Trom the pogition of Sle dead bodies

of Cantein Calhon's comiany, that they were deploved to check the ad-

-

vance of tbe Indians, while Custer and the rest of the command took

the next hizher terrace, in hopes shat the General might see how

7

palterns, Judge what mmst have been his

E>

thovwghts when he heard nor saw nothing beyond the sea of savazes whiech

Calhonn's company all dead, every
y o
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man and ocificer's dead body found in 'ine, shows tha’t they Tonght kneel-

]

ing--withons hope--but not one flinched from
dead and dying and dying comrades,

ntain Zeozxh's company was ordered

1

to dismount and hold “he savages in cleck, while tre Sensral and the

-

rest of the command took still higher ground and kXent thelr Ilanks



