
October 20, 1949 

I4r. Csne Price 
The Beacon 
The :?hi0 O i l  Company 
Findlay, ah3io 

Dear Er. Price: 

3 was motr interest So Learn of your sun dance data and photographe for the 
Moveamber bacon. iiow do I get a copy of that? 

The sun dmce has beer: extensively studied by b r i e a n  eth.tolog@:in nearly 
every t r i b e  In which it was held. A series of books published by t h e  Pie3.d Hwe?um 
Ln Chicago, several of then by Gsorga A *  Dorssy, give elaborate accounts of t h s  
r i tua l  for each tribe hvd.shfy illustrated with photo~raphs. The only sun dances 
that I ievs  ever serer1 are the Cheyme cuzd Arapaho aun dances which still are held 
down here soanetimes, though now vary much curtailed. 

I tiAink you will. find that the sun dance is at base a rite t o  increase f e r t i l i t y .  
In fact the sun dance pols is our kl&y pole earourid which ot:r urn ancestors danced 
in t h e  spring or early s m e r  i n  the hope of he ly in~:  pmdwe a mod 'namest. In 
short. these ceremiiies were rain-rxdshg cemn9ras prirmarily. S remember the 
Cheyennes W3.d fL always rained hard after the) sun dance. One day it rained durhng 
the sun dance and rained out the  whole camp. Ble m s d i c b e  man was flabbergasted 
and made a speech to t h e  asmabled group: "1 am sorry for the f l w d .  I had no 
idea q r  power was so great. gf 

Of omrse, any great natioaal ceramoq like a sun dance which mrergone was 
obliged t o  attend in the  U O U ~ S Q I  of tifRB attracted to itself niany other rituals 
so that it was overlaid and erurrounded * ~ g  e3f these things* Plains Incllans 
tofiured theraerelvee, aa a result  of a vow and it h e m e  curstowry to perform the 
vow at the sun danoet as the muin reLPgious festival. Also, giving things away 
creft  i n  and honoring warriors, naming chiefs,  mewing medicine bundles. A l l  the 
various rites of trdbral life crept into the sun dance ceremony untfl it m e t h s  
lasted with .the secret part the public part a full. mek, 

The Kiowa sun dance different from all otbrs  in t ha t  if any blood was shed 
even by accident during the ceremony, ft had t o  be caned off. 

Undoubtedly the  nen w h o  underwent i&ost;ura had Lo show grant fortitude, but 
that was not t h e i r  object.  It was either t o  vow =ad@ when frightened 
or in a i d  of soms o t b  r persor. who was in s ick,  or else it was 


