
Bilmington, California 
August 31, 1948 

%al te r  S, Campbell 
University of Oklahoma, 
Norman, Oklahoma 

Dear Fdr, hm'pbell: 

Perhaps, if it i s  not t o o  great  an imposition, you can help 
me i n  solving a minor m s t e r y  tha t  has been puzzling me for  a 
number of Tears. Your fac tua l  books of the Old %st lead me t o  
believe you can enlighten me. 

This mystery concerns a skeleton t h a t  was uncovered by a 
road gang i h  the Southeastern par t  of Oklahoma, i n  1937. The 
skeleton, presumed t o  be tha t  of an Indian, was uncovered by a 
dynamite b l a s t  during the road building. It was badly shaken 
up by the b las t  but examination showed t h a t  it had res ted i n  
a wide crevice ( f i l l e d ,  no doubt, a f t e r  bu r i a l )  between W o  good- 
sized rocks, i n  an almost standing position, The crew-boss was 
a fr iend of my dad, and mentioned the incident t o  him the same 
afternoon. I was about seventeen then, and the s tory captured 
my ixnaginatian, I learned t h a t  the  skeleton was i n  the posseas- 
ion of the county Sheriff,  and went t o  h i s  off ice  t o  look a t  it. 

In addftion t o  the main members of the skeleton, t h e  road 
gang had brought several shovelsful of ear th  from around the  skel- 
eton, In t h i s  ear th  thme  were smaller body bones, whfta and blue 
beads .and carved ornaments of bone and animal claws, In pawing 
over the p i l e  of bones, I found pa r t  of a f l i n t  arrowhead imbedded 
fn one of the  vertebra, I scratched i n  the d i r t  u n t i l  I found a 
piece of f l i n t  t h a t  matched the broken arrowhead perfectly. The 
point was stuck i n  e i the r  the  f ront  or rear  face of the vertebra -- 
it did not occur t o  me then, t h a t  the arrowhead could have entered 
through the f ront  of tbe   bad^ and struck the  spine. It was i n  h i s  
backbone, therefore he was shot i n  the  back! 

I persuaded the crew-boss t o  l e t  me v i s i t  the  s i t e  next day. 
There, I conducted an enthusiast ic,  i f  not  spstematic, search of 
the adjoining camtry  f o r  more skeleeons, I s i f t e d  the earth 
where the or iginal  f ind was made, and recovered a double-handful 
of beads and bone ornaments, I found no more skeletons, however, 

In ta lking to old-timers of the communitp, I learned tha t  
f i v e  o r  s i x  other skeletons had been found very near the  same 
location, I also learned t h a t  a nearby watering; place had never, 
i n  the memory of the  oldest old-timer, been dry -- an indication 
that  it might have been a favori te  Indian camp ground. A oaarch 
of Oklahoma his tory books a t  a school l ib ra ry  turned up nothing, 
It was decided t h a t  the deceased was an Indian because the bones 
were of a reddish color, This seemed pre t ty  flimsy evidence t o  


