
circled around the en t i r e  edge of f la t tened home, and then moved round and round 

(clockwise) u n t i l  you got close t o  the inside. These are  aome of the years I 

recorded: The year tht I was born, Four Horns was kil led; I was told this, So I 

marked that  f o r  the f i r s t  event of my c&lendar. A pr ies t ,  whose name was Father de 

Smet, came t o  Powder River t o  make peace with the Sioux - he and three other men 

( ~ a y ,  1868),- It was th f i r s t  time I saw h.- I mar~ed tha t ,  (43)  For an 

ent i re  day a t  one time the sun was eclipsed; so I marked it. Jumping Bull, S i t t i w  

Bull's father,  was killed by the Crow; so tha t  was a ~ o t h e r  event. A Crow can, two 

Crow women, and one of t h e i r  sons were captured by the Sioux and held captive; 

they were i n  a cage-like thing b u i l t  of brush, S i t t i n g  B u l l  took them out Bf this 

and sent  them home, I marked that ,  Another year the Sioux captured a White woman 

and held her captive, S i t t i n g  Bull  also freed her and sent  her home. So I also 

marked that: And so on, \'9ell, then i f  a man wanted t o  speak of a cer tain event, 

say f o r  instance of the death of his fa ther  -- his fa ther  being o d y  an ordinary 

man - he'd day, ttldy fa ther  passed away the year of the great  eclipse," 

I knew our sign language, a s  well as tha t  of the RGes ( ~ r i k a r a s )  and the Crow 

when I was twenty-five year old, (4.4) %ob'bQ taught t b m  to  me l i k e  we teach 

children today, I f  we wanted t o  camunicate with other t r ibes ,  there was notbin& 

t o  do but t o  learn the i r  sign language unless we wanted bo learn  t h e i r  spoken 

language which would have taken a long t h e ,  Ylost of the signs i n  s i a  language 

were iaent ical ,  I learned the d i f fe rent  signs by becoming acquainted with the 

d i f fe rent  t r ibes .  

(43) See Chittendon, Hiram Martin, and Hicharson, dlfred TaLbat, Life, l e t t e r s  
and t ravels  of Father P A e r N e a n  de Smet, S, J,, 1801-1873, 3:89%922 f o r  
f u l l  account by Father de Snst of his transactions with the Siowc on the 
Powder River as U, S. Representative i n  June 1868, 

(44) Variations i n  the s ign languages of the North American Indians are discussed 
and i l l u s t r a t e d  by Garrick Mallery, i n  Sign laqpage among North American 
Indians, p, 263-552, 
Bur. h e r ,  Ethnol, Rep, 1879-1880 , 


