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,28) In answer t o  an inquiry regarding the content of the Act of the U. S. 
Govarnnent forbidding tor ture  a t  the Sun Dwce, John Collier, Commissioner 
of the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs wrote under date of February 24, 1941: 
"Undsr the Indian regulations of 1904 of the aepartment of Inter ior ,  practice 
of the sun dance was considered an Indian offense. The exact r o w a t i o n  read 
a s  follows: 

The 'sun-dance", and other similar dances and so-called religious 
ceremonies, sha l l  be considered 'Indian Offenses', and any Indian 
found gui l ty  of being a p r t i c i p a n t  i n  any one o r  more of these 
'offensest shall, f o r  the  f i r s t  offInse c o d t t e d ,  be punished by 
withholding from him his rations f o r  a pgrjod not exceeding ten days; and 
i f  found gui l ty  of a subsequent oifense under this rule, shall be punish- 
ed by withholding his rat ions not l e s s  than f i f t e e n  days o r  more than 
30 days, o r  by incarceration i n  the agency prison f o r  ai: period not exceed- 
ing 30 days. 

It i s  probably due t o  this regulation, plus the loss  of the buffalo and the 
function of the dance i n  Siouxl&t?e, tha t  it has been abandoned rather than 
any s ingle  prohibition of the tor ture  features. Since 1935 this regulation 
and any other prohibition cxl Indian rel igion have been removed....The 1904 
regulation i s  of course no longer i n  effect." 


