
came up the h i l l  and signlaed t o  Reno. (20) The Indians became very angry and 

they sent  out signals with blankets to c a l l  the other Indians. Reno's men came i n  from 

the south: three-fourths of them dismounted and prepared t o  f i r e  - every fourth  man 

ifas i n  charge of four  horses, his o m  and three others - then Reno" sen -- they were 

i n  lying posit ion on top of the hill-shot across our camp and s t ruck the top of the 

tepees of the Hunkpapa. tYhen tha t  happened our woznen and children went i n to  safety  

j u s t  a short  distance to the northwest of the c a p :  some went on horseback; some, 

on foot. Our warriors got on t h e i r  horses and s t a r t ed  out to aLtack Reno's l ine .  

I was in the lead, but S i t t i n g  W l l l  came up and took my war club from me and gave 

me a shield (21) praying t o  & t o  keep 

(20) Signalling was done by bodily action; b,v objects used i n  connection with 
personal action, such a s  blankets, lance, o r  d i rec t ion  imparted t o  a horse; 
o r  by devices i n  which the person of the s igna l i s t  was not v i s ib le ,  such a s  smoke, 
f i r e ,  o r  dust. (bhllery, Garrick, Sign Language among North American Indians, 
ilep, 1@9-1f@O, Bur, h e r .  Ethnol., pp. 529-43.) 

(21) Cat l in  describes the Sioux shield  a s  being made "of the skin of the buffalo1 s 
neck, hardened with the glue extracted from the hoofs and jo in t s  of the same 
animal. The process of "smoking the shield1' i s  a very curious, as  well as  an 
important one, i n  t h e i r  estimation. For this purpose a young man about t o  cons- 
t r u c t  him a shield,  digs a hole of two f e e t i n  depth, i n  the ground, and as  large 
i n  diameter as he designs to make his  shield. In t h i s  he builds a f i r e ,  and over 
it, a few inches higher than the ground, he s t re tches  &he rawhide horizontally 
over the f i r e ,  with l i t z l e  pegs driven through holes made near the edges of the 
skin. This skin i s  a t  first, twice a s  la rge  as  the s i z e  of the required shieSd; 
but having got his par t icu la r  and best  f r iends (who are  invited on the occasion), 
into a ring, t o  dance and sirg around it, and s o l i c i t  the Great SpLrit t o  i n s t i l  
i n t o  i t  the power t o  protect  him harmless against  h i s  eneaies, he spreads over 
it the glue, which i s  rubbed and dr ied in ,  as the skin i s  heated; and a second 
busily dr ives  other and other pegs, ins ide  of those i n  the ground, as they a r e  
gradually giving m y  and being pulled up by the contraction of the  skin. By this 
curious process, which i s  most dextero~lly done, the skin i s  kept t i g h t  whilst 
it contracts to  one-half of i ts  s ize ,  taking up the glue and increasing i n  thick- 
ness u n t i l  it i s  rendered a s  thick and hard a s  required (and his f r iends have 
pleaded long enough to  make it arrow, and almost b a l l  proof), when the  dance - 
ceases, and the fire i s  put ozt. 8 t h ~  it is cooled and cu t  i n t o  the shape tha t  
he desires,  it i s  often painted with his 2edicine o r  totem upon it, the f igure  
of an eagle, an owl, a buffalo, o r  other  animal, as  the case may be, which he 
t r u s t s  w i l l  guard and p r o ~ e c t  him from ham; it is then ff'inged with eagles 's  
qu i l l s ,  o r  other ornaments he may have chosen, and slung with a broad l ea the r  
s t r ap  tha t  crosses his bhesst. These shields  a r e  carr ied by a l l  tb warriors 
i n  these regions, f o r  t h e i r  protection i n  ba t t les ,  which a r e  almost invar iable  
fought from t h e i r  horses' bac~s.' '  Loc. C i t . ,  1913, 1:271-2 


