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January 27, 1340

e Ee 5. Sutton
Penkelan
Hebraska

Dear . Suttons

I was r1lad o get vour interssting letter about ¢ buffalo
and thelr migrationa Ym will find sore confirmation of your theory
iﬂ aley's BIOCRA W CF CHARLES GOODMIGHT, nublished by the Houghton

Hrflin Conpanye There seems no doubt bu“ that the railways and
earlisr the Oregon Trzil served o3 barviers tc the north and south
moverent of the herds, Also ny information shows thot bhulfalo {f
~amqi”" +o0x eover from hlizzerds in roush countrry. OFf cowrse there
wes o good deal such comntry upon the Plains. Buffaelo CGap in the
}Elzzck Hille is 30 nemed, the Indians say, because 1t was the gsteway
throuch which the herds psssed into the hills in the winter., However,
a pood many buifalo must have remained awayfroft the mountains and not
all of them went souths At the rate at which they travelled while
grazing, how far would they ¢o in 2 scason anyway? In gy WARPATH

you will find accomts of Buffalo in Dalrota -nd %ontana in very bitter
winter meather. fOne thing mmst be true, that they sousht good feeding
grounds wherever the;r went, I belleve Catlin says that the Indizns

in Dakota burned off the prairies in order %o stirmulate ths new grass
and so bring the bulffalo sarly to thelr country in the spring. My
book, THE CLD SANTA FE TRAIL, pudlished lant summer (Houghton Mfflin),
has s*'wething on this.

I have & feeling that in ecerly days before the white ran
arrived on the Plains, the buffalo ranged the wholes country, after-
ward breaking up into rore regional herds, Of course, there is
one theory that there were two or three species of buffalo, the wods
buffalo, the pleins duffalo, and the mountair buffalo. Have you
consulted the litersture of the American Bisgon Society? They used
.0 rublish annual builetins. 0f course Hornaday was one of thelr
rrineipal officials,

I ¢ried to find out 211 I could zz to the hebits of wuffzlo
from 0ld Sioux Indiens, Tut could not find that they had any theory
a3 to migration., Ther simply looked for the herds until they found
them end then held 2 hunt. They believed that the buffalo care out
of certain caves every spring, for example the Wind Cave in the Black



