
Everybody took  a whack a t  him bu t  he got through vSi thout  be ing  k i l l e d ,  

a l though  ve ry  much bru i sed .  The boys have the s a w  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e i r  

games s3meti:::es. sov:ever, i t  mas on f  o o t  . 
I have seen two P e a  Sun Dances. I saw some y e a r  before  l a s t  and 

l a s t  y e a r  bu t  they were j u s t  sham. I have seen on ly  tvyo r e a l  Sun Dances 

w i t h  s k c r i f i c e s .  The l a s t  one 1 saw l a s t e d  t h r e e  days. ?he main 

ones t h a t  dance a r e  t h a s e  that a r e  c u t  r i g h t  on t h e  b r e a s t  heve have 

ropes  hanging do~in fr3m the  po l e .  The dancer  keeps on dancing u n t i l  t h e  

rope breaks .  Sometimes i t  breaks  the  f i r s t  day. ?he r e l a t i v e s  of t he  

young man who i s  dancing a r e  always anxious  t 3  see  the  rope b reak  and 

t h e y  woulci c 3 n s i d j r  ways and m e a n s  t o  j e r k  t he  body a n d  sometimes pay 

the master  of ceremonies t o  j e r k  it s o  t he  r e l a t i v e  wouldn' t  s u f f d r  so 

much. It w a s  ve iy  p a i n f u l .  They b led  a  g r e a t  d e a l .  The m a n  was 

supposed t o  t r y  t o  b r eak  away himself .  Bowever, the;: were u s u a l l y  t o o  

weak. The7 cou ldn f  t p u l l  o u t  t he  s t akes .  You a r e  not  supposed t o  give 

any s i g : ~  03 s u f f e r i n g .  P3u tvould be a ~ o w a r d  i f  you were t o  complain 

of t he  pain.  ?he o b j e c t  o f  t h i s  was the f u l f i l l m e n t  of a  nromise.  !he 

o b j e c t  of the  cersnony v:as n o t  t o  shm! bravery  bu t  v:rLile f u l f i l l i n g  a 

vow you a r s  supposed n o t  t o  shoa cowardice. ?ha t  i s  a  time when they  

a r e  f u l f i l l i n g  a vovr wnich t a k e s  bod i ly  p a i n .  There a r c  t imes  when a 

w a r r i o r  i s  known t 3  ba zndur ing a l l  k i n d s  of s u f f e r i n g .  The start out 

p r e t t y  e a r l y  t o  begin  t o  undergo p a i n s  and t o r t u r e s .  ?]hen boys a r e  

t o g e t h e r  sometimes as saon a s  t h e y  a r e  able  t o  p l a y  r i t h  the  crows 

from 6 o r  7 y e a r s  3f age on up. Sefore  t hey  a r e  10 they  a r e  supnosed t o  

knot something. Tney m y  have been r e q u i r e d  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h i s  f3l low- 

t he - l eade r  gam or- d 3  something t h a t  shoi5:s bravery.  

3oys sometimes i . . i i ta te  t he  Sun 3ance,  n i t h  c a c t u s  s p i k e s  and 

sorm t imes  t i e  themselves  ;;*5 t h  s t r i n g s  because t h e y  b reak  e a s i l y .  

I t  was the  c u s t m  f o r  the  men and boys t o  jump i n  the r i v e r  e v e r y  

morning dur ing  t'ne s p r i n g  a& summer and 


