
Chief S i t t i n g  h u l l  was once saved by a golden-winged woodpecker 

from being k i l l e d  by a bear i n  e dream end t b r e f o r e ,  t ook s p  c i a 1  i n t e r e s t  
, 

i n  birds of a l l  Tribes and of ten dreamed of them, s ingly  and i n  groups, 

and he had many in t e r e s t i ng  s t o r i e s  t o  t e l l  about the Bird Feople. 

t: council  of a l l  species of birds was cal led by hanblee, t h e  

eable--the bi rd  t ha t  enjoys t he  higest  supremacy over z l l  t h e  r e s t  of the  

fowls of t he  a i r .  The object  of the council was t o  determine which 

bi rds  a r e  t o  relmin the Black Hills Country during t h e  colder seasons. 

A spot ,  now known a s  Rapid City Municipal Park, was designated a s  t h e  

I 4  

place t o  hold the  council. Ihe time t o  hold t h i s  meeting was during the  

summer season--just a s  soon a s  a l l  the  nest l ings  were f u l l  grown--about 

t h e  fo repar t  of t h e  month of June. This being de f in i t e ly  decided, Wanblee 

apnointed Hinhan--the O w l ,  manager and chief of t h e  council. 

Einhan, a t  once sssigned a l l  Cetanhotanka--the noisy Jay Birds-- 

t o  nct as  heralds. They wnet t o  work, and made t he  announcements every- 

where t o  all the kirds.  ;om of the  birds cared very l i t t l e  about the  

proposed meeting. They d i d  not think t h a t  such a move was necessary, a s  

they f e l t  t h a t  the  Creat S p i r i t  had created them t o  enjoy a l l  freedom and 

always t o  lead 8 f r e e  and peaceful l i f e .  Others believed t h a t ,  f r e e  a s  

they were, t h e  nore powerful ones seemed to  r u l e  the r e s t  of t he  bi rds  and 

t h a t ,  under the  circumstances, the re  should be some understanding between 

a l l  the bi rds  of a l l  s i z e s  and t r i b e s  o r  e l se  the  smaller and l e s s  power- 

f u l  would be a t  the  mercy of the  bigger ones a l l  t he  time. 

The verious t r i b e s  got together and delegated some of t h e i r  

members t o  a t tend the council. Others agreed t o  go i n  bigger numbers 

so  es t o  show grea te r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t he  meeting. 


