Please say to the Indians of your sgency that I very ruch regret their
loss of 1ife that hns occurrad. It has heen o very sat matter to me as

well as the Indians. I apnreclate the fact that those who
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have remnined steadfast and have taken no pert in the hostilities have domne
80 npainst the entreaties of some of their friends snd sometimes done so et
considerable cost to themselves., They will sea nlainly here-fter that they
chose the wise course and thst those who did other wise made n miserable
mistake. I rejoice ot the loyelty wiich they h ve manifested in this try-
ine $ime snd will do everything in my nower to promote their prosperity.

1 also wish t0 express riy anrrecialtion of the skill and firmness with
wiich you nave held the Standing Rock Indians and monaged the affelirs of
the nreney mmd I trust that poace end progress among the Indisns will sbund-
antly witness to the wiasdom ond effieience of your administration.

Very Respeectfully,
Te Jo lorgzaen,
Cormiasioner."

This was written at the time when the Indians at the other apencies
were in a feorment and just subsecuent to the Wounded inee disaster 2t "ine
Hidre wencye.

4t the roment the Indlans of the Standins Roek reservation were nder
absolute control, yet there co-ld be no doubt that there was a great deal
of exciterment amons those of them wio had been tsken by the liessiah craze,
It had appenled v.ry strongly to meny men who were restrained froﬁ.Joining
in the ghost dsncing out of regard for myself and beesuse they had siven
their promise to live as white men, But the religion preached for his own
ainister inds by 3itting Bull, was calculated‘to appeal %o the Indian mind --
and the Indisn mind, as I have tried to show elsewhere, is attuned to a

piteh altogether different to that of vhitemsn. It is capable of greast



