December 15, 1932

Yre Angus Ledonald
" Dixon, sontana

Jear kire. MeDonsld:

iy friend Dr. L. k. Dale of the Departient of iiistory in this
Universzity hss ~iven re your nare as one who mi ht help me get infor-
mation as to a certzin event in Flathead history. I shall be very
“grateful if you will help nme.

I have recently been doing nistorical research among the Flains
Indians, particularly the Sioux. OUne of the great battles they tell
of was an attack unon the Flathead cam: on the ¥ussel Shell Hiver in
¥on:iana about the year 1872. It seems that the Giloux, in large
numbers, concesled themcelves to the west of the camp and sent a small
party of youns men to the Flathead camp to steal horses early in tie
morninz. The Flatheads pursued these decoys and a hard fight resulted

" in wrnich numbers on hoth sides were kllled. 7This fight is deseribed
in the seventeenth chapter of my biography of Siutting Bull, just pube-
lished. '

If thers are sny old men among the “latheads who remember this fight,

I should bc ver, hap:y to have thelr recocllecticns of the battle torether
wit: the number of Flathesds killed and wounded and their names. I vould
like also to knovw bow muny Flatheads :ere in the c¢am: -t the time and the
names of any latheads - ho showed valor that d+y. If you ean supply this
information let m® know and I w©ill send you a copy of the book.

Yours faithfully,

e D Catnpbell
; ("Stanley Vestal™)
YLG L FB !
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