
Unti l  Lt.34.Q the bloodthira t r  Kiowa h d  been mortal onsadea of the Chagrenne and 

Arapaho, and a l ~ a y j  were hostile: to t h e  Simx, They were former rairiirrg sotrlhmrd 

i n t o  Old and Edew hiexico, k i l l i n g  more white men i n  proportion t o  the ir  small numbers 

than any other t r ibe .  

Their a l l i e s  the  Urn-Apche, cal led Dad Iiearts or Thieves, were 80 few they 

inclined t o  p a c e ,  but Awrrfwce' joined the  Kiowas i n  their wars. 

The predatory Cmnches were a l l i e d  wi th  t h e i r  re la t ives ,  t h e  U b  and Shoshme, 

and ffiendJ,y with t h e  Kiowa, They were long hos t i le  t o ,  but a f t e r  18.40 friendly wi th ,  

the Cbytenne and Arapaho. But f o r  2Nl years they had regaiLarly raided far  t o  the 

south of t h e i r  h a m  range, killjng and robbing Spniarda, gexicans, and Texans s i t h  

complete irngmrtialitg, 

In the face of oach an  array af bitter t r i b a l  en.:zities, imy of thwfSPC c enkuries 

old, it wts hardly t o  be expected t h a t  peace r~ould corn to  the nonnadic Plains Mirans 

thrmgh the more flourish of e pen; mre ~d8pciall .y a3  jlt3rsonal vtangaa11~e was a re- 

figiorrs duty and a social oblig~.t lon,  brewer, i n  order t o  have m y  property, auth- 

or i ty ,  prestige, or following -- or ar~m ta marry -- a Plmins X n d b  had f i r s t  t o  

distinguish hiase l f  sn t he  warpath, To psevsnt Phim Indiana from making sar on 

each other nas a s  *s?lible, under t'mir laws anad ctzstoms, as if, mu2d be, in g W  

c r p i b l i s t i c  society, to keep whi te  Ben from t ry ing  t o  mke xioncay. 

&ken so, t he  balance of power h ~ l  t h e  Plains might b3ve remined fairly steady 

and rriithout much b l * d  shed but for t ke  coming of t h e  white -man with h i s  *%@pons, 

hfs wagons, his liquor, his diseases, his greed - and fbs intentions. 
-c 

T b  real concern of Uncle SaB in 32351 was t o  keep the Indiana from a thcking *its 

m n  passing through t;t~eir country -- "to keep t he  rwcl o p r ~ , ~  To d o  t h i s  n a n t  main- 

taining en e f f ec t ive  control  over each t r i b e  through t-ihose domain t h e  road passed. 

Such cont ro l  could only be assured by vi,;orously supporting i n  good f a i t h  and with o 

shw of aarmple fo rce  these cni~fs sbo were frierxily t o  t h e  wt~itss. 


