
The wagons containing the presents destined by the Government t o  the In- 

dians,reaohed here on the 20th of September. The safe a r r iva l  of t h i s  convoy was 

an ocoasion of generai joy. Many were i n  absolute desti tution. The next day 

the  wagons were unloaded and the presents suitably arranged. The f lag  of the 

United States floated from a t a l l  s t a f f  before the t en t  of the superintendent, 

and a disoharge of cannon announced t o  the Indians tha t  the division of the pre- 

sents was about t o  take place. W5thouh delay, the occupants of the various 

camps flocked in,--men, women and children,-- i n  great confusion, and i n  the i r  

gayest costume, daubed with paints of glaring hues and decorated with a l l  the 

gewgaws they could boast. They took the respective places assigned t o  each 

part icular  band, thus forming an immense c i rc le ,  covering several acres of land, 

and the merchandise was displayed i n  the centre. The view of such an assembly 

would give an interesking theme t o  a Rogarth or  a Cruikshank. 

The great chiefs of the different  netions were served f i r s t ,  and received 

s u i t s  of clothes. You may easi ly  imagine t h e i r  singular laovements on appearing 

5n publie, and the admiration which they excited i n  the i r  comrades, who were 

never weary inspecting them. The great chiefs were, for  the f i e a t  t ine  i n  the i r  

l ives,  pantalooned; each was arrayed i n  a general's unifom, a g i l t  sword bang- 

ing a t  his  side. Their long, coarse hair  floated above the mil i tary costume, 
i 

and tne whole aas crowned by the burlesque solemnity of the i r  painted faces. 

Colonel ?!itchell employed the Indians as his agents i n  dis t r ibut ing the 

presents t o  the various banda. The arrangements were charaoterited by bene- 

volence and justice. The conduct of t h i s  vaat multftude was calm and respectful. 

Hot the s l ightes t  index of impatience or of jealousy was obsemd during the 

distribution; each band appeared indifferent  u n t i l  i t s  portion was received. 

Then, glad or  sat isf ied,  but always quiet, they removed frolll the plain with 

the i r  families and t h e i r  lodges. They had heard the good new8 tha t  the bison 

were numerous on the South Fork of the Plat%%, three days' march from the plain, 

a& they has t i ly  turned t h e i r  steps i n  tha t  direotion, resolved t o  make the 


