
( f o r t y  miles d i s t a n t )  o r  d i e  here now. If you c a l l  f o r  help we w i l l  k i l l  you 

f i r s t ,  so look out," 

From h i s  weariness and dreams t&old , c e ~ r o u o e d  himself. wWell,w 

he answered, calmly, "I w i l l  LO with you, I have done nothink: and w i l l  go t o  Yates 

nowww 

They found u cloak f o r  him. Venting h i s  personal  enrni t y ,  a s  they were walkigg 

ou t ,  Bul l  Head bei--an insu l t ing  S i t t i m  Cull ,  Ranged on e i t h e r  s ide  of him Bul l  

Bead and Hed 'I'omahawk each had a r i f l e  poked i n t o  h i s  . r i b s  as they went. iiwakened 

by thc  noise of the horses, one of S i t t i n g  b u l l ' s  c lose  adherents suddenP$,,.appeared 

and promptly drew down on Gull Head i n  defense of h i s  chief .  The l a s t  a c t  of  

the  l a t t e r  was t o  grasp the  r i f l e  t o  prevent Bul l  Head from being shot, But i t  was 

too l a t e .  PAortally wounded, Bull  Head shot S i t t i n @  Hull t h r o u ~ h  the forehead 

before he f e l l ,  hlmoat s imul~aneously,  Red Tomahawk shot him i n  the neck, Ei ther  
358 

shot / would hsve k i l l e d  him, And so, under orders ,  these Indian polidemen 

.Did such b i t t e r  work a s  the  day 
would quake t o  look onew 

Awakened by the shots ,  S i t t i n g  Bul l ' s  followers immediately assumed the 

defensive, Promptly the  Indian pol ice  opened up, the  so ld ie r s  joined i n  and the  

f i g h t  became genertil, In  the  course of the encounter a number o f  the so-called 

nhos t i l e sw were k i l l e d ,  a l s o  s i x  Indian policemen, By many i t  was maintained that .  

these were caught between the  f i r e  of the h o s t i l e s  and t h a t  of the  so ld ie r s ,  If 

t r u e ,  i t  would seem t o  indica te  t h a t  the s o l d i c r s  wecely;unaware of the presence of 

the pol ice ,  However i t  may have been, i t  w t i s  g e n e r ~ l l y  conceded t h a t  had the 

Indian pol ice  not .been in jec ted  i n t o  the s i t u a t i o n ,  S i t t i n g  Bull  would have been 

brought i n  unharmed by the  so ld ie r s ,  who were theaa merely t o  cuptuFa, not t o  

r execute hbm. Also, i t  was the outstanding impression, then, a s  now, t h a t  t h i s  

I l a s t  was the  th ing desired by the actuat ing o f f i c i a l  powers i n  the  background s i n c r  

i t  would have l e f t  him s t i l l  a l ive ,  

The dead pol ice  were placed i n  a wagon together with the  body of S i t t i n g  Bull. 

The wbird deathmarch was retraced t o  Fort  Yates, where a l l  were buried in one 


