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I. 

Under the prevai l ing  condit ions,  p r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  i t  mas commonly understood 
I 

i n  the  range country not only t h a t  the r a t i o n s  a l l o t e d  t o  these Indians by 

executive order were iiltogetlier inadequate, but  t l ~ t  they viere even t e i n g  

deprived of a l a rge  share of these,  due t o  the crooked work on the p a r t  of those * 

i n  charge of the d i s t r i b u t i o n  a t  the  ~ e n c i e s .  However t h a t  may have been, l e t  

the  blame, the  shamef'ul inhumanity of i t ,  a t t a c h  where i t  may. BY E, have sa id ,  

within the  extended experience of us ranchers, they were always hungry. Wherein, 

within our understandinc, l a y  the  t rue  bas is  of the c r e a t  Messiah.craze. A s  

he lp less  as a b i r d  with a broken wing, under vhat they had, 110% unnatbrally, come 

t o  regard es a systematized acherne of oppression designed t o  compel t h e i r  u t t e r -  

most submission, they held f o r t h  pleading hands to  ihe t t i r ty- two points  of the  

conpass; l i f t e d  p l a i n t i v e  voices .Co the unanswerin~ sky. I n  the bewilderment of 

t h e i r  oppression, the pangs of hunker, they bailed the  prophecy of some Biledicine 

Man t h a t  the Messiah would come, and with h i s  Coming, the day of  t h e i r  deliverance. 
354 

From the  ou t se t ,  S i t t i n g  b u l l  had refused t o  be/come an "Agency Indianw o r  

t o  bow h i s  neck t o  the  yoke of the se l f -const i tu ted  au thor i ty  of the  invader. 

t l Zloreover, h i8  influence among the Indians rv -s g rea t ,  so thct  he had alv~oys 

const i tu ted  a rank l in~ :  thorn i n  the s ide  of off i t ialdam. P a r t i c u l a r l y  he was 

reputed t o  d i s l i k e  the Indian Agent a t  S onding Rock, whom he had come t o  regrird 
+ 

as the  Pharaoh of  the oppression t h a t  was be in^ v i s i t e d  on h i s  people. On the 

t h e r  hand, i t  was general ly understood t h a t  t h i s  &en1 cord ia l ly  htited S i t t i ng  . 

Bull ,  Lectuse he knew t h a t  the  l a t t e r  was on his t r a i l .  Knew t h a t  the old chief  

< (was out t o  compel h i s  removal Prom o f f i c e  end the s u b s t i t u t i o n  of m i l i t a r y ,  r a t h e r  

1 /, Ithan c i v i l ,  administrat ion a t  the Agency. E e  t h a t  a s  i t  may, strong feeling was 

4 genera l ly  reputed t o  e x i s t  between the  two men, and t o  t h i s  Agent's infAa8ace was 

l a r g e l y  ascribed the eventual determination of the a u t h o r i t i e s . t o  a r r e s t  S i t t i n g  

Bul l  i n  h i s  connection with the  wGhost Dancing." 

I n  case of t rouble,  the  so ld ie r s  a t  Fort  Yates were bei rg  held i n  i n s t a n t  

readiness f o r  act ion.  On the  12 th  of December, Lieutenant-Colonel D r u m  received 


