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Qs they saw it,  ragsing the  new generat ion and running the  c a ~  were t h e i r  

a l l o t e d  tasks ,  t h e i r  main ob jec t s  i n  l i f e .  Z t  was a lao  a ysstem of  rec iproci ty .  

The Brave had the  r i g o r s  of b a t t l e ,  the hazarda of the  chase, the  protec t ion of 

the  camp, and the squaw must do herfshare .  ao long a s  they were rneritorioua 

object ives  and they tthe squaws2).were going straPght t o  them, i t  s t r i k e s  me r a t h e r  

fo rc ib ly  t h a t  they were not so f a r  of f  the  main l i n e  as many would make them 

out t o  be. Not near ly  so f a r  o f f  as many of t h e i r  palefaced s i s t e r s  who would do 

n e i t h e r  one nor the other. 

La te r  on we underwent a rather amusing experience while enter ta in ing 

another par ty  of Sioux v!ho went i n t o  camp f o r  a couple of days c lose  t o  the  ranch. 

Mother wanbed t o  feed them as usual,  but  the re  being too many t o  take 

care  of e a s i l y ,  she adopted the  plan of feeding them out-of-doors i n  a bunch. 

In  a huge i r o n  sugar k e t t l e  which we s e t  up near t h e  wood-pile she concocted a 

stew. I n t o  i t  she put  all the  spare meat on the  premises, including l a r g e  chuncke 

of fat  pork, f i l l i n g  out with d i f f e r e n t  kinds of vegetables together with a l l  

the  odds and ends she could f ind - anything i n  the  l i n e  of food, indeed. Through 

experience she had learned t h a t  fas t id iousness  was not l i k e l y  t o  evidence i t s e l f  

among her  guests.  While the  cooking was i n  progress they s a t  around hungri ly 

eyeing t h e  proceedings. In the  meantime they had dispatched a mesnenger t o  t h e i r  

camp a f t e r  t h e i r  squaw@ and papooses so  t h a t ,  by the time the  f e a s t  was ca l led ,  

a l l  were on hand t o  respond, 

4' * NeitherA3pPatss, knives, f i r k e ,  napkins o r  fingerbowls were provided, fo r  

the  simple reason t h a t  it wasn't done, The meat they fished out with stgcka, 

first of a l l ,  and promptly devoured. Then they went a f t e r  the vegetables, riading 

up with the  th ick  gravy which they negotiated by the  simple expedient of scooping 

it up with their cupped hands and swallow&ng i t ,  evidently t o  t h e i r  complete 

sa t i s fac t ion .  


