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b they were s tea l ing  c a t t l e  and horses, s e t t i ng  p r a i r i e f i r e s  and so on, a i l  @f 
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which, a s  far as we ever knew, . ~ j , l - ~ & ~ ~ I a ~ .  I n  the i n t e r e s t8  
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of common jus t i ce ,  I can aay no l o s s  than that .  Had it  been otherwise, i t  seems 

b -reasonable t o  suppose t h a t  with our range bordering the  western l i n e  of the ' I 
S anding Rook Reservation, and within easy reaching dis tances  of o thers ,  we must I +. I have found out somethine about i t  during the twenty-odd years of our reaideno. 
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In substant ia t ion of t h i s  i s  the notable f a c t  t h a t  we owned one pa r t i cu l a r  

bunch of.  mares who, ge t t i ng  a h y ,  located themselves on the reservation within 
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twenty miles of S i t t i n g  Bu l l a s  cmp on t#e / Grand Rivar. Again and again 

we rounded them up through several  seasons. Again and again they returned a8 

aoon as they could ge t  a chance. But: the point  is: we a l w y s  found them, 

together with t h e i r  unbranded increase,  and t o  suppose t ha t  the  Indsana did not  

know they were there  i s  impossible. Furthermore, aa everybody h e w ,  they were 

shor t  of horses and would have had no t rouble  i n  get t ing away with t h a t  

pa r t i cu l a r  bunch had they wanted them. Hut t o  quote the  words of a noted 

I Indian authority,wThey knew they were youre. You hod t rea ted them right.  They 

were doink the l ike  by you.* 

We l o s t  both horses and c a t t l e ,  i t  is true,  plenty of t h e  i f  i t  came t o  

that .  Eut well enough we knew who was doing the s t e a l i w  even i f  we could but 

I r a r e ly  catch them red-handed, f o r  always they maintained organization and vere 

c lever  a t  covering t h e i r  tracks. The true buzzards of the earth. The w ~ r t b  

l e s s  something-fornothing seekers of our own race, ever ready t o  a t t a ch  the  

/ blame f o r  t h e i r  depredation8 t o  the  Endian, immeasurably more honest, more htman, 

than they, Immeasurably higher i n  the s igh t  of God Llmigh%and . a l l  honest men 

who knew than. 

Z have heard i t  s ta ted  t h a t  Roaaevelt, a t  t h a t  period, was incl ined t o  

accept the  popular and l e s s  favorable view with regard t o  the U d i w .  Nono 

the less, E aa convinoed, I have every reason f o r  thinkine t h a t  i f  t h i s  wu realsf J - rr % .  ',: 
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