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of twelve men, ander Sergsant kiclchert, Seventh 1nfantrg, wag stationsd

.crossed the wjggouri, so0 he began very rapdi forced marches, which brought

-of two hundred and sixiy-seven mlles, Colonel #iles' cormand was upon

A  few miles avaye *t was 1ccaﬁed mithln the curve sf a cresent-shaped

cut benk in the valley,of Sﬁake'Creek, and this, with the position of
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and H,VSecond Cavelry; 4, D, und X, ceventh Cavalry, and Companies B,

¥, 3, I, and X, Fifth‘lnfantry (mcunted), tv o picces of light artillery,
end = detachment of »hitec snd dndian scouts; he decided %o pu&h for tls
gap betieen ths northsrn end of the Little Tocky and ths Bear Paw
liountains. Yn Septembeér 23, the ﬂéz Perces crossed ths #igsouri at Cow:
Island,- aestroying‘thﬁ rublic and private stores there. A detachment

at this point, in a e£light iuntrenchment; ﬁhey vere repsatedly charged-
by the “ex ferces, who were, ho.ever, as often repulsed by the little
gerrison consisting of but fourlkitizens and Sergeant Molchert's detach-

ment; two of the citizens wers vounded.

o

Hajor i3 lzce, Seventh Infantry, commandinz =% Fort Benton, received

U}

information, on September 21, that the ez Parces were approaching
Port Clargett; he i mediately started with “is single weak company
of the Seventh Infantry and a party of Thirty-six citizen volunteers, and _

regached C1l

{?&

~xett the next day. “n September 26, & skimish cneued,

i

.

asting two hsurs, one of the voluntesers being killed., #zjor Ilges
feeling that his foree was not étrong enouzht to continue the pursuit,
he vithdrew to Cow Island. |
.Un september 24, Colonel “ilss received, through the citizens

- . e . . - " 1 .
who had escaped from Cow ‘sland, informstion that the 4ndisus hsd

his command to the Bear Paw range on September £9.

‘On Sepbembar’50,~at seven o'clock io the morning, after a march

the trall of the ez Perces. and théir village was reported only a
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